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THE 


CHARACTER 


OF. 4 
LOVE;. 

' Guided by "1 
INCLINATION: 


Man of Quality , .not: having | 4 
Efate enough to ſupport his 
| Qaality and Birth -at:: tho 3 


Court, was forced to-retize 

into the Countrey z and eſpe+ = 
cially becauſe the Peace, 'which - then 
xcigned throughout all Ezrope, bexeaved 


him ofthe hopes of thoſe Employments, _ | 4 
th 3 A 2 " which ; yy, oY: | 
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which he might pretend to in a time of 
War : his Name was Polydamw, This 
made him chooſe to ſettle in one ef the 
greateſt Province-Cities of this King- 
dom, where having marricd a Lady of 
Riches and Quality, whoſe Name was 
Olympia, he lived with a great deal of 
Coniideration and Splendor. 

Polydamus. and Olympia having lived 
ſeveral years without having any Chil- 
dren, were at Iength rewarded by Hea- 
ven fur this long and patient expectation, 
with a Son. To this Son they gave the 
Nami of Alcander, who being born of a 
Family, wherein Wit and Vertue were 
as it were hereditary, and his Veins fil- 
led with illuftrious Blood, promiſed all 
that could be hoped for, from ſo happy 


| © a Birth, Theſe Parents did not, as moſt 


Fathers. and Mothers do, leave the Edu- 
cation of their Children folcly to the 
Conduct 'of Tutors and Governours, 
whole mercenary Souls make them very 
often little concern themſelves with the 
Improvement. of the Children they .are 
intruſted with, Olympia, Muther to Al- 
cander, hardly ſuffer'd him to go out of 
her fG ght z and Polydamus , his Father, 
who was/as it were the Overſeer Ty his - 
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The Charater of Love. 3 ” 


Education, had always an cye to the Con- 
duct of thoſe who governed him, to cor- 
re& them when they committed any Er- 
ror, and to encourage them when they 
ſh-wed any remiſsnels. 

In the firſt years of his Infancy, Alcan- 
der made the Tenderneſs of his Parents, 
and the Skill of his Maſters become def- 
perate. He had a Fieryneſs in his Min9, 


which nothing was able to ſtop: His - 


Motions were 1o ſudden and violent, that 
for a long time he was thought uncapa- 
ble of Diſcipline. Whatever he had a 
mind to , he detired with, an invincible 
Heat, and an unſupportable Obttinacy 3 

yet this Mind which nothing could tame, 
had Intervals which diſcover'd in It a 
great an4 a charming Goodnels. He 
made appear at (cveral times in his Adtt- 
ons and Words an admirable Nature, a 
great gencrolity of Mind and Courage, 
a great deal of Reaſon, Equity, and a 
Love for all great' things 3 but nothing 


was able to fix him, or make him traCta-. 


ble, cither for the Exerciſes of the Mind 


or Body. This extreafh eagerncſs of 


Mind, and this Intractability, which was 
.thought unconquerable, laſted till he was 
=, i old : And it is here we are to 
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admire the power of Inclination, and 
the ſurprizing Efleft it had upon Alcan- 
der, 

Lirana, who was a Friend and Neigh- 
bour to Olympia, had a Daughter called 
Celintha, who often was in company with 
Alcarder, ſhe often coming, to viſit Olyne- 
pia, Celintha had a tolerable Beauty, an 
agrecablencls and a (weetnels in her Tem» 
per, and a great ſtock of Goodneſs in 
hcr Heart, which was her principal Me- 
rit: And as ſh was ſome years older 
than he was, {he had over him fome ſu- 
pcriority of Reaſon, and a great Aſcen- 
dant. This Commerce which the con- 
veniency of the Neighbourhood kept up, 
doubled it {elf by Pleaſure and Cuttom, 
and this Cuſtom inſcnlibly became a Ne- 
ccfity to Alcander 3 he could now no 
more be fatished without ſeeing Celin- 
tha ; his Mind, which nothing bcfore 
could ſettle, now applies it {clt ſolely to 
Celiatha he neither lives, aCts, nor fighs 
but for her : And that which is moſt 
wonderful, is, that Alcander who loved 
Beauty, and who ſuffer'd himſelf to be 
taken ever; time it preſented it felf be- 
fore him, tinds in Celintha an I know not 
what, which makes him forget all the 

Beau- 
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Beauties of the World ; his defire of ſee- 
ing her, became violent, haſty and relt. 
Is. Olympia who had always her eyes 
upon her Son, was the firſt that perceiv- 
ed it 3 ſhe ſoon found that this Paſſion 
for a young Gentlewoman, whoſe Wit 
or Beauty had nothing of extracrdinary 
in them, and who had nothing in her 
which ſhould cauſe any great Pathons, 


could proceed trom nothing, but that 


blind Inclination, and that invincible In- 
ſtint, which makes us ſometimes love 
Perſons, who have nothing that is amia- 
ble in them in the cyes of others. 

This ſort of Pattion which is fo vio- 
lent, even in thoſe who are tortifhed with - 
Reaſon and Experience, is much more 
ſo in the Minds of thoſe wro know nei- 
ther Love nor Reaſon, and who give ic 
more power by Ignorance, and the 
weakneſs of their Age, This had pro- 
duced ſuch great Etic&ts upon Alcaader, 
that to oppcſ2 ſuch a dangerous: begin= 
ning, Olympia re:iolved to break the 
Commerce which he haa with Celintha, 
She had at firit allowed of her ticquent 
Viſies, becauſe ſhe was glad to lee hep 


- +,Son was capable of hxing his Mind upon 
; any thing 3 but ſeeing t 


hat this Engage- 
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ment went too far, ſhe thought it necef- 
ſary, without any delay, to hinder the 
Conſcquences. This Remedy was worſe 
than the Diſeaſe 3 for if her Sons 


Thoughts were naturally too much di-_ 


firaCted by his too great vivacity of Mind, 
they were yet much more ſo by the heat 
of his Paſſion, and by the continual Dt- 
ſturbances which the abſence of Celintha 
cauſcd in him. This impetuous Vivact- 
ty which appeared In all his Actions, 
yi-Iding at Jalt to a deadly Melancholy, 
he was ſoon (ten to fall into a deep and 
laſting Thoughtfulneſs, which made O- 
| Iympia very much apprehend the conſe- 
quence of fo prodigious a Change, This 
tcar cauſed her to take another method 
for his Cure : She had a Neece, whoſe 
Name was Parthenia, whom ſhe tenderly 
loved, and ſhe invited to accompany her, 
many young, Ladies of her own Age and 
Quality , who helping to divert her, 
made uſe at the ſame time of their Wit 
and Beauty to amuſe 4lcander, and to di- 
vert him from, or at leaſt to weaken the 
Pauiſion he had-for Celintha, Theſe La- 
dies, who were but juſt out of their 
Childhood, had however heard the noiſe, 


whicn this new and ſo cxtraorcinary a 
Pab- 
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fort of Jealoulie , or Envy, or Emula- 


tion, which made them forget nothing of, 


what their Age could furniſh, of lictle 
Plays and Paſtimes, to divert the ſad 4/- 
cander, and to pleaſe him. Their Endea- 
vours ſucceeded well at firſt z Alcander's 
Patton feemed to lye afleep ſometimes, 
bat alſo at other times, even in the midſt 
of his Pleaſures and Diverſions, this Paſ- 
fion would awaken it {elf with ſo much 
force, that he often fell on a fudden into 
a diſmal Melancholy. Theſe little Ri- 
vals of Celintha were offended at it; for 
there is a lictle jealous Pride incident to 
all Ages : They could not reſtrain them- 
felves trom letting it appear, and took 
at thcſe Diſturbances of Alcander (ſuch of< 


- fence, as uſually wounds Beauties fo crit- 


Elly, when they {ce themſelves neg}eGted 3 
ore diſcovers a great deal of Sharpneſs 
and Anger 3 another ina low Tone, but 
foud enough to be heard, terms the Pafſt- 
on he has for Celintha. a ridiculous Whim- 
fie... What mortal Wounds did nat theſe 
Difcourles make in the heart of the amo- 
rous Alcander * What Efforts did not he 


make to retirain his Reſeutment ad lm- 
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Ve. 7 
Paſſion of Alcander for Celintha had 
made fothat they conceived towards her a 
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patience ? And tor what a degree was 
. his Pride, which was little leſs than his 
Love, humbled to (ce him(clf,-for a Per 
fon, of whom {o little account was made)» 
fo great a Slave -to a Paſſion, which he - 
was not” able to overcome ? Having at 
hſt maſter'd the Tranſports with which 
he was agitated, and being willing to 
tpeak to excule himfclf, and juſtife his 
Paffion, all the Company left him upon 
| a (\udden, and leaves him in a ftrange 
þ/- Confuſion, Parthenia, who was not fs 
b provoked than her Friends, by the pro=- 
cedure of Alcander, made him ſuch Re- 
proaches, as made him deſperate. 4b 
my deareſt Rinſwoman , {aid he, with a 
Tone which was able to diſarm the moſt 
jult Reſentment, I you knew the vielence 
which I have done to my ſelf, #0 bring me 
again to my ſelf, and to render me ſome way 
acceptable to thoſe lovely Perſons, whoſe quar« 
rel you ſo juſtly take up, you would have 
fome pity 0n an unhappy man, whom you 
now think worthy of your Anger | Tou do not 
know the Torment T have ſuffer'd, in ſeeing 
my. ſelf forced to entertain Perſons that are 
andifferent to me, and to make anſwer totbem 
all, whilſt T ſpoke at the bottom of my heart to 
one but the Perſon T love : What mus 1 


' 
*Y 
x » - 
: 
2» C 
_ 


oo ns JH. OS A. 4. I «4 


The Charatter of Love. 9 
able to do, or what was it in my power to 
fay in a place where I ſaw no body, but a 
Perſon who was not there ? 

Polydamns, who was a ſevere, and an 
imperious Father, and who tor a long 
time had been from his own houſe, upon 
affairs of great Importance, heard at his 
Retmn with great Afﬀiction, the head- 
{irong-paſſion his Son had for Celintha;. . 
and he having hoped to tind in Alcander 
wherewith to re-etiabliſh his Family, and 
to call back Fortune, which had almoſt 
abandon'd it, ſeeing nothing in Celintha's 
Fortune, . which was not much below his 
Ambition, and the Projects of Preferment.,. 
which he had formed for, his Son, was re- 
folved to remove him toa greater diſtance 
from Celintha, and to carry him to-an E- 
ſtate he had in an another Country. He 
forms his Defign with Precipitation, not 
{o much as conlulting even with Olympias. - 
he gives his Orders, and the Execution 
of them is fo quick, that 4lcander. has 
not time to' take leave of Celinthas So 
ſoori as Polydamns. was arrived at his. 
Country-houſe, not being ignorant of his 

'3 Grief, nor wanting natural Aﬀe- 
Rion, he endeavours to divert him with 


"albthat a tine Houſe can have of Diver» 
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wo The Charadter of Love. 
lions and Pleaſures. He now expe&s 
from him but a fleight Application to-his 
Study and Exerciſes, and diſpenſes with 
thoſe rigorous Duties to- which his ſeve- 
rity was accuſtomed. indiſpenſably to 
oblige him. But all that Polydamus can 
do tor his Son- cannot comfort him for 
the Abſence of Celintha all the Pleaſure 
he finds in the Liberty allowed to him 
by his Father, is ſometimes to ſteal from 
thoſe which accompany him, and to go 
' Into-ſome retired private place to- enjoy 
this Gricf,. and taſte the only Pleafure left 
to the unfortunate, that is, to (hed Tears 
with. freedom. which cruel Decency 
torces them ſometimes to refrain. The 
Image of Celintha took him up ſo much, 
that being come to the Bank of. a little 
Brook, which divided the Lands belong- 
ing to Polydamus . from thoſe of ove 
of his Neighbours; and fecing 
2 young Lady who came upon the 
Bank on the other {ide of the River, he 
thought he ſaw Celintha, and without 
kefitating, threw himſclt into. a hictle 
Boat which was there, and came near-her 
before ſhe could perceive him 3 1s it yow- 
( cryed he.) my deareſt Celintha ? Is is 
yore: ( anfuexed the ) Lifider? So after 
| having. 
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The Charadter of Love. EF 
having looked upon each other with ſome 
Diforder and Shame; for having been 


miſtaken, they asked each other Pardon 
for the Error they both had fallen into : 


. It is then (aid Alcander )- the charming 


Philiſmena which I ſee, It is then ( re- 
plicd (he at the ſame inſtant ) the-Unſtri- 
ous Alcander which I ſee, IT know ( (aid 
the ) by common report the ſeverity of your 
P irents, and the Reaſons which have forced 


\ youe to remove ſo far from your uſual abode; 


whatever coldneſs there may be between our 
Families, the advantageous things which 
h we been told me of you, do make me intereſt 
my ſelf in all that concerns yy, and if I 
did not owe my ſelf ſome Thoughts of Pity 
for Misfortunes, which are very like to yours, 
you ſhould have all my Teaxs, and all my 
Compaſſton. Alas? ( replied Alcander”) 
Is there in the World then another Example © 
of a Misfortzne like mine * My Misfortaune 
is the more to be pitied, becanſe there are 
few who pity me. 1 love Celintha, but 
ber merit being not ſufficiently known to 
others, People cannot believe. nor conceive the 


\greatneſs of my Suffering» becauſe they can- 
- 100t be, perſwaded of the Viglence of my Paſ- 


\fions T love Litidor, ( replied Philiſmena ) 


"be. is of a noble Extrattion, but low in the 


LY World, 


r2 The Charatter of Love. 
World, and of ſmall Fortune. My Parents 
who have Eyes only for Riches, ſee nothing 
of - Lovely in his Perſon , and I am moved 
by. another ſort of merit; I find in Lifidor 
all that can give birth to a true eſteem, and 
#0 the greateſt Paſſions. But fince I have ſaid 
too much in ſaying I love Lilidor, I may 
venture to truſt you with-the knowledge of all 
my adventures, and by this Relation give 
fome eaſe to the cyuel Torments which oppreſs 
me. 

My Mother, who, notwithſtanding all the 
tenderneſs ſhe has for me, who am her only 
Daughter, and one of the richeſt Heireſſes in 
#be Province, breeds me up with a. ſtricinefs 
which is almoſt without Example, and en= 
deavonts to breed in me a horrible averſion 
for all that can be called Love and Gallan- 
try. * She keeps me, as much as poſſible, from 
any Converſation with Men, and makes me 
live ſolitary in the middle of a great Town , 
and ſhe, fearing ſome Engagement, which 
might binder ber diſpoſing of me as ſhe would, 
and ſeeing ſome ſparks of Goodneſs and 
Complaiſance in me, uſes all her endeavours 
to inſpire me with contrary Sentiments ;} all 
ber Leſſons tend to give me a ſavage, and an 
wngentite Vertue, and to poſſeſs my mind 
with” more. Scvereneſs than Civility.. 

| What 
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What my Mother does ont of the motives 
of . Pride and Ambition, my Father does 
out of Policy and Covetouſneſs, He would 
chnſe a. Son-in-law as rich as himſelf, and 
allowing nothing to be good, but the Goods 
of Fortune ; he accounts the moſt glorious 
merit ridiculous without them. 

Lifidor, whoſe unfortunate merit 1s 
one of the moft juſt Reproaches which 
tay be caſt upon Fortune, and one of the 
greatelt Inſtances of her Injuſtice grew 
up 3 and becauſe the little Eſtate he had, 
he held from my Father, he behaved him- 
ſelf ronim, as a Tenant ought todo to his 
Lord : the ſmall Proportion which there 
was between his Family and mine, gave 
him a very eafie accefs to us both in the 
Town, and in the Country. This yo 


. Gentleman poſſeſt every thing whictx 


could make him to be beloved 3 and this 
reſpeRtful Familiarity, which he had con+ 
trated in our Family, gave no Suſpicion, 
to my Relations 3 yet as accuſtomed as 
he was to ſee me, 1 began to obſerve, 
that he never approached me without 
ſome diforder in his Countenance, which 
I could not gueſs the cauſe of. When he 
lift up his Eyes, and caft them towards. 
mez his looks which were always full of 


p 
14 TheCharaGer of Love, #$ 
| life, ſhewed a timorouſneſs which was 
not uſual in him, and mixed with a 
_. paſſionate Languiſhing. I felt at the - |. 
light of him Emotions which 1did not in * 
the leaſt underſtand; my great youth, and 
my ſmall Experience, the horrible Aver- 
tion which had been inſtilled into me for 
all that could be called Love, and above 
all that extream diſtance, which Fortune 
had ſet between us, made me not {uſpet 
the lea(t, cither on Lifidor's part, or on 
thit of my own Heart, I had, notwith- 
ſtanding, animpatient Curiolity to know 
from whence proceeded theie fecret mo- | 
tions, which did thus diſturb my quiet. 
When it happened that my Mother lea- 
ving me with pcrſons (he had not the 
leatt ſuſpicion of the Converſation con- 
cerned any thing of Lovez if I asked 
any innocent. Queſtions upon that Sub- 
jet, Lifidor would ſpeak of it with a 
great deal of Wit, and good Breeding z 
ſo that I'came to feel a great Diſpoſition 
in my felt to believe what he faid 3 but 
he nor I daring, for many Reaſons, ta 
dive.into the bottom of theſe Myſteries, 
F addreſs*'d my elf to a young Gentle= 
woman, who was placed to wait upon 
"me by my Mother, and in- whom I had 
molt 
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moſt confidence 3 , but before I explained 
my felt, I uſed all the caution I could to 


FT Þcg affured of her Silence and Fidelity. So 
- | toon as I had diſcover'd to her what 


paſs'd between Lifidor and my (elf, her 
Surprize ſeemed fo great to me, that [ 
repented her having learnt my Secret, I 
perceived her on a ſudden to loſe that 
lubmiſlive and complaiſant Behaviour, 
which ſhe always ufed to {hew me, and 
to take up a ſcrupulous Severity, which 
my Mother endeavoured to inſpire in all 
Perſons who approached'mie. She mad# 
me fo aſhamed of my Weakneſs, and 
think all that I felt for Lifidor, to be fo 
great a Crime, that I promiſed her to 
rob my ſclf for ever of the fight of fo © 
amiable and dangerous a Perſon : My re- 
ſolution ſeemed to her to be too violent. 
Have a care, Midam, replied Madonte to 
me, ( this was the Name of my Conh- 
dent, or rather my Rival, as I ſoon at- | 
terwards diſcover'd avoid carefully the 
coming to-Extremities, which will make too 
great a noiſe : What Reaſons could you give 
your Mother, for a Behaviour which will ap- ' 
pear to her ſo new and phantaſtical ? and 


what would become of the unfortunate, and, 
&; may be innocent Lilidoz ? What a judge 


ment 
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ment would be made of ſo ſurprizing and || ,, 
ſudden a Diſgrace to him ? Lihdor may | 7 
bave Troubles, or ſome ſecret and wnfortn* || , 
nate Paſſion, which cauſes in him this Diſor® |} 
der and Melancholy, which you have bither- 
to interpreted wrong : every thing is natural= 
ly paſſionate in Litidor, his Air, his Looks, 
bi Diſcourſe, nay even bis Silence it felf 
ſew therefore to him the fame Favonr yors 
are uſed to do, and do nothing which may be © 
below that noble Pride, which becomes Per=. 
ſons of your S#44lity ſo well, No, I will 
never, replicd Philiſmena, put any more in 
danger f5 tender @ Reputation as mine id 1 
the Trouble and Surprize you (hewed to me, 
in learning the Thoughts T had for Lilidor, 
. bave too fully convinced me what danger there 
i in ſeeing him, I will never ſee him more : 
It is your part who are his Friend, to diſpoſe 
him to this abſenting of himſelf, nay, I ex- 
ped alſo that you ſhanld break off all manner of 
Correſpondence with him ; the Place you have 
about me, and the Kindneſs I have for you, 
would give me in the judgment of all tbe 
World, too great aſhare in all the Famtiliari- 
ties you may bave with him. Oh Madam, 
cried out Madonte , trembling all over, 
-- and with a tone of Deſpair in her Voice, _ 
If you baniſh Litidor, F am undone z, fart is 
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now paſt difgnifing to you my thoughts, finc® 

find by yours you have a Courage which is 

" | above all your Weakneſs, and that in the fa- 

'” | wourable thoughts you have for Lifidor, 

'" | there is nothing ſtrong enough to oppoſe the 

Kindneſs I have for him. Ton love then, 
> Lifidor, faid 'I , with a ſoft Air mixt_ 

with ſorrow and trouble 2 Since you aſſure 

me then, that what I feel for-him, which 1 

was loth at firſt to believe, may have ſuch 

dangerous Conſequences, do me the juſtice to 

think, that T am Miſtreſs enough of my ſelf, 

to flop the progreſs of a Paſſion in its birth, 

Love ftill Lifidor, but be ſure you do not dif- 

cover to him my Secret z and fince be loves you 

without doubt as much as you love him, the 

leaſt ſuſpicion which hc might take of what T 

feel upon his account, would put him into 

Trouble \, therefore you may well think, that 

your Silence 14 of importance, as well for my 

Reputation, as his Puict. I will not tell 

you, Alcander, the cruel Reffeftions which 

poſſeſt my mind when TI was alone, and with 

how many ſtrange motions my heart was over- 

whelmed ; I ſhall only tell you, that ſo ſoon 

as T knew that what T felt for Lilidor, was 

from Love, [neither the fear of 'my Relations, 

nor the pride of .mySnality andFortunecould 
ever bave' the power to make me condenm the 
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18 The CharaGer of Love; _ ©. 
Tnclination which T bad for him : But I till 
wa fully ſatisfied of bis Merit, notwith- 


ſtanding of ſmalneſs of bis Fortune ; whe-' 
ther by reaſon of the pleaſure which one finds- 


when one begins to love, mde me b:lieve, 
thi the Averſion which they had perſmaded 
me. 10 have for Love, was but the falſe ad- 
vie of an affedaed Severity, which Avarice 
and Ambition had inſpired my Parents with, 
or that at laſt the violence of the Inclination 


I had for Lilidor, made me forget what I 


owed in duty to thera and my ſelf. That 
which at laſt fully convinced me that I was 
in Love, and that it had crept farther than 
T thought into my heart, ws, That I felt ſe- 
veral ſecret =, new motions in 4t , which 
raiſed themſelves on a ſudden, | began 
cqually to tear and wiſh for the preſence 
oft Lifidor, todittrult Madonte, and to feel 
tor hr ſuch a coldneſs, as at laſt proceed- 
&d to abſolute Hatred : Jealoutie, Spite, 
Indignation, and the fear of ſeeing, pre- 
terr'd before me a Rival , who was ſo 
very much beneath me, cauſed ſuch vios 
lent Troubles within me, that I found it 
# very. hard task to diſſemble them *Ma» 


_ conte- had Wie, Beauty , Courage, apd .. 


'Birch, and (he being almoſt always: 
me, I feared that the diſorder which 


wo oy 
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diſcover'd in Lifidor, and which TI inter» 
preted in favour to my ſelf, mightrather 
be an cffe& of the preſence of Madonte; 
than mine. I particularly wiſhed for an ]. 
opportunity to clear this doubt : but how 
was it poſſible for me to deceive the ma- 
ny eyes which watched me, fo as tohave 
a private Converſation with - Liſidor # 
Waiting for ſome favourable opportuni- 
ty, which 1 hoped for rather from 


JF Chance,than my Skill, one day as I pals'd 


very near to him, I told him ſoftly, Tor 
Secret s kaown., At this word a ſirange 
and violent diſorder appeared upon his 
Face, which pierced even into my Soul. 
I thought at fir that Lifidor had believed 
that what I had then (aid to him, was a 
Reproach I made to him for his Raſh» 
nefs, and that his Reſpe& would make 
his condemned Paſſion cither die, or be 
filent for ever 3 or it may be, taid 1 
within my felf, Lifidor thinking I have 
diſcover'd his ſecret Intrigues with Ma- 
donte, is troubled to ſee himſelt convicted 


_ of Infidelity cowards her, in daring, to 
| Jove me 30r of a more criminal T reaches» 


xy towards' me, in pictending aLove 
hich he did not feel. Theſe melancho- 


lick-thoughts Increaſed the defire I had 


ro 
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to talk with Lifidor, and to clear this 
Point with him : Fortune ſoon after hap- 
pily furniſhed me with an opportunity z 
for walking in one of the long Walks in 
the Park with my Mother, who was led 
by Lifider, ſhe was forced to leave us on a 
ſudden, being called away by my Father, 
who was in an Arbor at ſome diſtance 
from us, he having ſome ſecret News of 
great importance, which he had juſt then 
received, to impart to my Mother in pri- 
vate. | 
| So ſoon as I ſaw my ſelf-in full liberty 
to make Lifidor explain himſelf to me, 
and I explain my (elf to him, I was ſciz- 
ed with an extraordinary joy, accompa- 
nied with thoſe fears, to which the mo- 
defy of our Sex, and the ftriftneſs of my 
Parents had accuſtomed: me. I found 
 Lifider in the ſame diſorder 3 Oh! chat } 

could but tell you what we told cach 
other before we ſpoke, by our Looks and 
by our Silence, it being my-part to ſpeak 
firſt, without ſtanding upon any PunGi- 
lio, nor to loſe an opportunity wiſhed 
for with ſo much paſſion, Well, Lifi- 
dor, ſaid1, tell me if it be Madonte" that 
you love , and what 4 it you would have me 


believe , from that diſorder which-yow-ſo / 
- 2 of 


S Sg & I & 


my, (> vw” 


—_ 


-_ 


4” ; - 


4 | 
The Chara@Ser of Love. 21 
often:' ſhew before. us , from thoſe unſetled 
Looks and thoſe 'Tranſports , which ſeem 
to. eſcape from you againſt your will ? 
Ab ,, Madam ,, cried Lifidor , to what 8 


 dangeraws tryal do you expoſe the Re-. | 


ſpe which I owe to you f the Diſorder 
wherein you have ſeen me, and which 1 
have.(o often blamed my ſclf for, as too 
viſible a fign of an unpardonable raſhneſs, 
has ſpoken but too plainly ; Do you de- 
fire it ſhopld hnjſh my Deſtruction by a 
fuller Explanation, and that I thereby 
attract your greateſt Indignation? No, 
no; Lifor, an{wered I quickly, you ruſt. 
ſpeak, and not looſe in uſeleſs Talk theſe 
precious Minutes which Fortune hagylent 
us 3 and ſuch as, it may be, will never 
return again : ] know but too well w 
Decorum and Behaviour that unfortunate 
Inequality which ,Heaven has put 'be- 
tween us,. requires from us both, ſpeak 
without .a Moments Hefitation, and. at 
leaſt. ſpare ' me the Confuſion | of ex» 
plaining my ſelf firſt. Well, Madam, 
replied Lifidor, fince you will haveit, and 
hince:you; force me toit, I will confeſs to 
you, that I have a great Efecm: for Max 


Gente, and, that I bear rowards her that 
jak acknowledgment which: is: duc from 


me 


C 
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-me to her for all her Favours, which (he 
has ſhewed towards me3 but I muſt, 
Madam, at the ſame time alſo tell you; -| cx 
That that invincible Tnclination which -| hi: 
carries us away againſt our Wilhz that. || dc 
that infinite Eteem which extraordinary I hi 
Vertue wreſts from the moſt obdurate | hi 
Heart, that the deep Impreffions which Þ| dc 
great Beauty does make upon tender and || {a 
ſenſible Hearts 3 I ſay, I declare to you, | ** 
Madam, that I feel all theſe, and that I } 
feel themonly for you: And as for me(ſaid | 10 
I ) the Account which I can give you || P* 
F of what paſſes in my Heart, is, That by || T 
+ .- . the Motions and Lights, which proceed | £1 
5 fromgflcaven and you, 1 find it very much: ' | D 
changed, I learnin one Moment what I | *! 
was fo long ignorant of; I tind that now* | *< 
pleaſing to me, which before raiſed Hor- | 3 
ror'in me 3 you have made flich charm-' | *! 
ing Truths, or ſuch pleaſant Errors;ſuc* | 
ceed all thoſe Maxims which I had been” | *! 
formerly taught, that I ami not ſorry 1 | 
wander aJittle in following them, At | © 
theſe' words Lifidor, tranſported with' \ 
Love and Joy , throws himſelf at my : 
( 

J 


Feet, not reflecting that our Converſa- ' 
tion had inſenfibly brought us near tothe 
Arbour wheze my Mother was; "who 
fe . coming 
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ic coming out upon a-ſudgen, before: Liſi» 
t, | dor could riſe from his Knees, the ſeemed 
1; | extrcamly ſurpriſed. Lifidor, who faw 
h-| his Imprudence, and my Mother's Diſor- 
'o 
Y 
e 
1 
| 


der, immediately thought of repairing 
his Fault by a h»ppy Invention which | 
his Wit furniſhed -him with upon a ſud- 
den, he runs to my Mother 3 Ah,Madam, 
ſaics he, you jutt now ſaw an unfortu- 
, { nate Lover proſirate at the Feet of my 
I- | Lady your Daughter, to beg her leave to' - * 
1 | love Mzdonte : This word of loving ap- 
1 | peared {9 {(trange and new to her nice 
; | Temper, that ſhe looked upon my Pray- : 
| fer as an unpardonable Raſhnelss My +- =? 
. | Daughter has reaſon, anſwered my Mo- | 
[ | ther with an angry look, you ougtit not 
* | to: approach her Ears with Terms which; 
are offenlive,to her, and to keep for all 
that are near hor, the ſame Reſpet 
which you have for her; .1t is only to me 
[oe you are to addrefs your felt; you 
had no need of . gaining; my Daughter's, 
Approbation, much leſs her, Athiltance., 
Whiltt- wy , Mother was, ſpcakings May, 
donte, who camf from walking in and»; 
ther Walk, being come. to us, Madonte,. © 
| Gaid my Mother, the, Thoughts which,  - 


Liſider, has tor 198» ; 31E-- F9IPE (m1 
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24 The Chara@er of Love: 


Knowledge ; 1 do not at all: condemn 
his Paſſion, the Match is advantageous; 
you may.make him a Return, and leave 


the Succeſs to me 3 but 1 do not intend Y 


that the Hopes which I give you, ſhall 
authorize a Commerce which difpleaſes 
me, and a Cuſtom which 1 have always 
.conderned; I will not ſuffer Lifider's 
Pailion to ſhew ſo ncar my Daughter all 
that thoſe ſorts of Paſſions have of the 
extravagant and ridiculous 3 that impor- 
tunate Officiouſneſs, that officious Care, 
and that ſhameful Weakneſs z the Exam- 
ple of all which might poiſon the wiſe 
and noble Education, which I have given 
her-' TI will obey you, Madam, , anſwers 
Madonte, in this Afﬀair, as 1 have done 
ih all others, I have obſerved :n Lifidor 
indeed ſome Complaiſance, which ſeems 
to diſtinguiſh me 'from the reſt of my 
Companions; but I did not imagine that 
this preference 'went- ſo far as Love, 
auch leſs did I think that it would come 
to your Knowledge. I will make-no 
Nep, Madam, nor mdul En my Deſire, but 
according to your Or 1 will be 


{ure continually to''avoid any re dy 
which you do not like, and which 


make. me offend in the reſpe 
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nice and ſcrupulous a Vertue, as.that of 
my Lady your Daughter. 

. Judge then what a'Joy I felt to ſee 
my ſelt thus delivered from the Reproa- 
ches of ſo ſevere a Mother, by Lifidor's 
ready Wit. Bat though it was cafie for 
us todeceive her, how could we. be able 
to deceive Madonte ? 

Liſidor diſguiſed and conſtrained him- 
ſelf to little purpoſe, and I to as little, 
ſhewed a Coldneſs towards him3 a clear- 
tighted jealous Rival, and preſent at all 
our Converſation, penetrated through all 
the Myſteries of our Reſervednefs, and 
our Silence. All our Artifices could hot 
reſcue us from her Diftruſt 3 her reſtleſs 
and impatient Jealouſy, reſolves to afſure 
to her ſelf the Conqueſt of Lifidor 3 but 
not daring to explain her ſelf, either out 
of Modeſty or Pride, ſhe caules it to be - 
demanded of my Mother by ſecret and 
by-ways, but ſuchas were effectual and 
cunning ones, My Mother ſpeaks of it 
to Lifidvr, and rallies him for his ſmalt 
Impatience. Lifidor ſeeks all Delays by - 
ſome falſePretences, or feigned Reaſons: 
All his Inventions were allo ſounded and - 

tex'd. There was at this time's 

very hotReport of a War begun betweery 
B2 Sweden - 
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26 The Charader of Love. 
Sweden and Poland.” Lifider, who ſought 


— 


only an opportunity - ot figralizing him- 
{clf, and who having bad the boldneſs 


to love Philiſmene, thought himſelf obl)i- 


ecd to do actions which might anſwer ſo 
high,-and ſo ambitious a Paſſion, ard 
rot mecting with any opportunity for it 
in his own Country, which then cnjoy- 
cd a profound Peace, was cxtreamly de- 
lighted to find one in a foreign King- 
com 3 being the Son cf'a Father who 
h2d ſ(crved and ccnmanded inthe vieto+ 
nous Arry of the gicat Guſtavus, and 
who dicd in his Service, he hopcd the 
Mcmory of his Name n:ight procure 
from the King who had ſuccecdcd him, 


"the ſamekind Reception which his Fa- 


ther had- found, and as good Employ- 
ments, He preparcs for this Voyage, 
provides an honourable Equipaze, aid 
placcs all his Hopes in the Fortune of his 
Arms, He propolcs his Dclign to my 
Mothcr, who approves of it, not think- _ 


ing of Madonte's Concern, Madonte hears® 


this News with a deadly Gricf 3 ſhe at- 
ten;pts to make Liſidor change his Reſo- 
lution, Lifidor, detcnds hintelt with a 
thouland Reaſons grounded upgn, Ho- 
nour, Decency, and Fortune, Anda as 
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he was obliged to manage her for my 
ſake, he flatters her with the Hopes of a 
quick Return, All that he had ſaid to 
my Mother, and to M:4onte, and which 


'they both told me again, had almoſt 


made me think his Departure abſolutely 
neceſſary 3 but there were other Reaſons 
belides for it, -which were in Relationto 
my (elf alone. It not being poſſible for 
us to hupe for any private Interview, he 
writes to me, without knowing how, 
or by what means to convey the Letter to 
me, amongſt ſo many jealous Perſons, 
who befieged me continually, 
Oneday being come into my. Cham- 
ber, with a Detign of givinz me his Let- 
ter, and chaving, let me fee cunningly, 
that he had it in his Hand, there came 
into my Head this Trick, which I per- 
formed without Delay. 1 arofe from my 
ſeat, and pretending to go & {peak ro 
my Mother , I ran haltily, and pathng 
ncar Liſidor, | pretended to ftunible,.and 
leaning my Hand upon his to recover my 
{elf,- I crook the Letter-z the Contents of 
which were thefe, as near as I can re- 
member. \ 
What will you ſay, Milam, of the Re- 
ſolution which I bave taken concerning my 
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fel? T have formed” a Deſign to leave you, 
and it may be for ever. But ought Ito bave 
conſulted you, -when T bad taken it, or t0 
expea your Orders, when it ſo greatly con- 
cerned your Honour and my own ? Texpoſe 
my ſelf to all manner of Grief, by parting 
from you. But can t be able continually 
to preſent to your Eyes an unfortunate Per- 
fin, who is honoured with your Efteem, and 
who has hitherto done nothing to d:ſerve it ® 
T go to 'ſeck an Opportunity of doing honous 
rable Aftions, thereby to juſtifie your choice, 
For, .not- daring to ask Fortune to equal yow- 
with me, I dare promiſe my ſelf from my 
Conrage, I ſhall force her, eitber to deſtroy 
- me, or to make-my Deſtiny ſuch as may. bet- 
ter enable me to approach you. Do not, 
hopvever think, Madam, that amongſt ſuch 
amvitiow Thoughts, I ſhould be ſo unjuſt 
as to defire you ſhould oppoſe the Pleaſure of 
your Parents; for if they sffer you any good 
Match, yon ought. to follow your Deſtiny, 
and not let your. felf be overcome by the 
Tnclination of your Heart, I can never 
loſe you, without dying my ſelf but I 

ſhall die without. complaining, af Jou lrve 
but as. happy as you deſerve. 


Ah Madam , cried Alcander , what 
Love and Courage do theſe thoughts dil- 


cover to be in Lifidor's Soul ! Heaven has: 
made you for each other, it cannot fail 
accompliſhing that which it promiſes you,. 
by the union of Hearts which it has (©: 


well formed between you both. I can- 
not tell, replied Philiſmena, what Heaven 
has determined for us, but 1 know that 
the loſs of Lifidor would be unſupporta- 
ble'to me.l feel it by the griet which his 
departure has cauſed in me, by that-which 
I ſuffer becauſe of his abſence, and above 


all by a filence of two years, which he 


keeps out of reſped, and for the danger 
would be run by us both, in the convey- 


ing his Lettergito me. LI will tell you: 


Only-—— 
As (h2 was going on in her Diſcourſe, 


ſh: heard anoile, an1 fearing to be fur-- 
prized with Alcander, ſh? role up, took: 


her leave of him, and delired him- to re- 


paſs immcdiately the River. _Alcander* 
obeyed, and in parting they promiled to- 


meet each other again fo ſoon'as they 


could poſſibly. They ſaw-each other of-- 
ten, and thele Converſations contracted: 


between. them the bands: of a- ſtrict 


Friendihip; there it was they offer'd 


B 4: each: 
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each other all the Helps which lay in 
thcir power, to aſſiſt one another in their 
Amour*s. Alcander engaged Philiſmena 
to {ee Celintha often, and to uſe her. Inte- 
reſt on his behalf. Philiſmena alſo obli- 
ged Alcander to promile to write to Liſi- 
dor, and to keep a continual Correſpon- 
dence by Letter, fo that ſhe might be in- 
tormed both of his Fortune and his 
Love. 

Polydamus was at Iaſi informed of theſe 
ſecret Mectings , which he heard with 
great joy, in the hopes he had that they 
might work a change in Alcander, and 
that this Complaiſance he ſhewed to Phi- 
lifmena, might-be an effe& of ſome Paſli- 
on which they had for each other, In 


order to the advancing of which, he uſed 


all means to reconcile himſelf with the 
Father of Philiſmena, and made ſeveral 
- Advances, beyond what he ought to have 
"done. The Father 'of Philiſmena being 
"ſtruck with the noiſe which Alcander's 
Merit made in the World, and yet more 
pleaſed with the- great Eltate he was In, 
proſpect of, and which would one day® 
make him one of the greateſt Matches in 
the Kingdom, anſwers the Int 


Polydamws, The ill Weather beg 
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ced them to leave the Countrey, and to 
come back into the Town, the Commerce 
between Alcander and Philiſmena 1s re- 
newed, with the good liking ot all thzir 
Relations, who did not know that they 
were leſs Lovers than Contidents tg, cach 
other, Theſe things went. ſo. far, thac 
Polydamys made Propotitions of Marriage, 
The Father of Philiſmenz hcarkened to 
them 3 but as Perſons of his Character, 
I mean covetous Fathers, never quit any 
part of their Eltates but as late. as they 
can, totheir Daughters, and-that-befides, 
he was delirous Time ſhould give him a 
nearer proſpect of what he expzQed from 
the Merit of Alcander, ani the Hopes 
which.' were-givea him. of his Fortune, 
which he (aw but afar off, he accepted of 
the Match, but upon. this condition, that 
it ſhould be deferr'd for ſome years. Po- 
lydamys defired no b:tter, not, defiring 
his Son, who was then ;aſk catred into 


the World, and had not yet finiſhed his 


Exerciſes, ſhould then. marry: a Lady as 
young as himlelt. But-this Alliance be- 
ing {o earneſtly wiſht for on both. ſides, 


their! Parents would oblige them to an 
-cngagement of their Word and Honour, 
| WR x might ſecure the ſuccels of it. ,At- 
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cander and Philiſmena coming to know: 
the Intentions of their Parents. with an 
extream grief, before they had” it from 
their own mouths, they conſulted toge-- 
ther. what Anſwer they were to- give.. 
Their frſt Diſcourſe,. upon ſo important 
a Matter and fo tender, had a great deal- 
of diſorder.in it, for they knew. not what 
to. fay. to each other, They eſteem'd 
each other infinitely, but they loved elſe- 
where.” Their confent is-required 3 they 
anſwer only. with filence, which proceed- 
ed not leſs from their Aftoniſhment than 
their Reſpe&. They reproached: one ano- 
other. afterwards with a Conſent, which 
appearcd fo quict and ſo voluntary : Will 
- you, fays Philiſmena, will you abandon 
your* dear: Celintha ?- No , Madam, an- 
fwer'd Alcander, T wiſh I wereable'to do 
3, but it 1s.impoſhble for me, and yet 
can. F retuſe -the charming Philiſmens, 
whofe Merit and Fortune might bound 
the 'moft ambitious Defires ?- Will- you, 
"replied Philiſmena:, have a'young, Wo- 
man. revolt 'againft- her Parents * What: 
help can F-afford tomy Weakneſs **What- 
pretence-can have for my Diſobedience?- 
E who have no other Reaſon, but thit'6t 
2 Paſſion,” which muſt be hiddes, and: 
#5 Bhs which. 
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which cannot "appear ? All the World: 
knows that you loveCelintha.Have you not: 
in a Paſſion which you cannot conquer, a 
Reaſon. which will ſurely prevail with 
your Father, and which no reaſonable 
Perſon can condemn ? This very. Rea- 
ſon, replied Alcander, is it not much: 
ſtronger on your. {fide ? Cannot you with- 
out Reproach and without Injuſtice, re-- 
fuſe a Man whoſe Heart is in the Breatt- 
of another ? -Well then., Alcander., ſaid: 
ſhe, I will have the Weakneſs, ſince you 
will have it fo, to yield to your Reaſons; . 
but I ſhall never haye the power of refiſt-- 


ing my Parents. I ſee then very well 


Madam, replied Atcander , that I muſt: 
take upon . my ſelf all the trouble and: 


| ſhame of the xctuſal. I (hall expoſe my. 


ſelf to my Father's Paſſion, and the Blame - 
and Reproaches of all the World 3 .but ic 
will be le(s for: the ſake of fatisfying the : 
Love which I have for CGelintha , who - 
loves me not. than it is to ſerve. the In- 
clination which you have for. Lifidor, who - 


loves you entirely, Oh, what ſhall Lnoc 
.owe you for this Favqur, dear Alcander ! 


I ſhall be forced to love you almoli as well 
as Lifidor. - So- ſoon as Alcander had: left 


Philiſmena, he ran home to ſpeak ail 
| 2. 
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Father, who was in his own Apartment : 
He preſented himſelf before him in a diſ- 
order, which made him tremble, threw 
himſclf at his feet, and bedew*'d them 
with his tears : I know Father, ſaid he, 
that never Son was {ſo obliged to a Fa- 
ther .as I am to. you 5 for betides an. ad- 
vantagious Polt I have in the World by 
the honour of my Birth, there is ſome- 
thing yet more precious which I hold by 
your Leſſons and Example 3 yet notwith- 
ſtanding I depend upon a Power which 


is above yours, and which having diſpo- 


ſed of me toCelintha, will not ſuffer me 
to yield my (elf up elſewhere, I ſee that 
your Eyes ſparkle with Anger at this Diſ- 
courſe, but I beg you will hearken to 
me without being angry : You are Ma- 
ſter of my Life, you ought to be ſo of my 
Heart 3 you offer me in the Perſon of Phi- 
liſmena an advantagious Match,and a moſt 
accompliſht Perſon. 1 know-what your 
thoughts muſt be of a Son, that rebels 
againſt the will of ſuch a Father as you 
are; but 1 defy all your. Severity to in- 
fic (o cruel a puniſhment upon me, as 
that which I ſuffer. by the fatal neceflity 
which I ſee my (elf in of refufing Philif- 
mena, and of diſpleaſing you. * There- 
fore 
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fore I do not come to implore your pity, 
but rather to provoke your anger againſt 
an unfortunate Perſon, whoſe Life is 
hateful to him : I refuſe an accompliſht 
Beauty, who, it may be, one day may 
love me, and adore an ordinary Beauty, 
who, I am ſatisfied, will never love me. 
Alcander ſpoke thoſe laſt words in fo fad 
a Tone, that his Father was ſhaken by 
them notwithſtanding his Severity 3 but 
the ſhame he had of. his Weakneſs made 
him take a more violent Reſolution : Go, 
{aid he, Son, unworthy of me, goout of 
my preſence, and never offer any more to 
my fight a Wretch, who has not power 


- to overcome a Pattion which diſhonours 


him. Polydamwss Paflion had gone fur- 
ther, if it had not been reſtrained by the 
Tears of Olympia his Wife, who, made 
him fear that Alcander's Deſpair might 
make him relapſe into the extream, dan- 
ger of a Sickneſs, which he had been ſo 
difficultly cured of, He thought alſo 
that he ought not tomake a noife of this 
refuſal of his Son, that he might ſtill have 


"the liberty of ſeeing Philiſmena, and that 
by this'Commerce he might be able to 


manage an Afﬀair, which he wiſhed for 
with ſo much eagerneſs. But the SN 
d- 
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Father, who was in his own Apartment : 
He preſented himſelf before him in a dil- 
order, which made him tremble, threw 
himſclt at his feet, and bedew'd them 
with his tears : I know Father, faid he, 
that never Son was ſo obliged to a Fa- 
ther .as I am to. you 3 for belides an. ad- 
vantagious Poſt I have in the World by 
the honour of my Birth, there is ſome- 
thing yet more precious which I hold by 
' your Leſſons and Example 3 yet notwith- 
ſtanding I depend upon a Power which 


ſed of mie to Celintha, will not ſuffer me 
to yield my ſelt up elſewhere. I ſee that 
your Eyes ſparkle with Anger at this Diſ- 
courſe, but I beg you will hearken to 
me without being angry : You are Ma- 
ſter of my Lite, you oughtto be ſo of my 
Heart 3 you offer me in the Perſon of Phi- 
liſmena an advantagious Match,and a moſt 
accompliſht Perſon. 1 know-what your 
thoughts muſt be of a Son, that rebels 
againſt the will of ſuch a Father as you 
are; but I defy all your. Severity to in- 
fi (6 erucl a puniſhment upon me} as 
that which 1 ſuffer by the fatal neceflity 
which I ſee my (elf in of refufing Philif- 
mena, and of diſpleafing you. _ 
ore 


is above yours, and which having diſpo- 
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fore I do not come to implore your pity, 
but rather to provoke your anger againſt 
an unfortunate Perſon, whoſe Life is 
hateful to him: I refuſe an accompliſhe 
Beauty, who, it may be, one day may 
love me, and adore an ordinary Beauty, 
who, I am fatished, will never love me. 
Alcander (poke thoſe laſt words in ſo fad 
a Tone, that his Father was ſhaken by 
them notwithſtanding his Severity 3 but 
the ſhame he had of his Weakneſs made 
him take a more violent Reſolution : Go, 
{aid he, Son, unworthy of me, goout of 
my preſence, and never offer any more to 
my fight a Wretch, who has not power 


- to overcome a Pattion which diſhonours 


him. Polydamw's Paſſion had gone fur- 
ther, if it had not been reſtrained by the 
Tears of Olympia his Wife, who. made 
him fear that Alcander's Deſpair might 
make him relapſe into the extream, dan- 
ger of a Sickneſs, which he had been ſo 
difficultly cured of, He tought alfo 
that he ought not tomake a noiſe of this 
refuſal of his Son, that he might ill have 


© the liberty of ſeeing Philiſmena, and that 
by this'Commerce he might be able to 


manage an Afﬀair, which he wiſhed for 
with ſo much eagerneſs. But the Ladies 
Fa- 
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Father ſeeing the purſuit which Polyda- 
mus made for his Daughters Marriage, 
grow. cold;. was glad-to have this pre- 
tence, to-releaſe himſelf of an Engage- 
ment, which gave bounds to his Ava- 
rice; and the Mother. was not ſorry to 
have, by this means, ſome of the Villts, 
which. 4lcander made to her Daughter, 
retrenched, to ſatisftie her natural Seve- 
rity, and her Ambition; who deliring to 
have full liberty to diſpoſe of - her Daugh- 
- ter to ſuch Matches: as ſhould offer, was 
afraid Philiſmena ſhould enter into any 
Engagement, by reaſon of theſe continu- 
\ al-Vifits of Alcander, whole Merit was 
to be feared, 

Polydamus- being forced to leave his 
Family for fome private Afairs, or for 
thoſe of the Province, with which the 
King had intruſted him, left the whole 
management of his Sons Education to his 
Wite.. Olympia, who was the beſt Mo- 
ther that ever was, and who ſought con- 

- tinually all the Inventions which natural 
.Aﬀection and her wiſe Goodneſs could 
;furniſh her.with, to accompliſh the-Edu- 
_ cation of her Son, whoſe Pafſſhon had put 
it into ſo great diſorder, ſends for Celin- 


-+bg, thinking that for the deliga (he had, 
by: _ it 
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It was neceſſary to make ule of her her. . 


felf 3 and to diſpoſe her: to what ſhe de- 
fired, ſhe thus- diſcourled- to her : You 
know, Celintha, what a conltant Friend- 
ſhip there has always been between our 
two Families, the Neighbourhood, and 
a great reſemblance of Birth and Fortune, 
has made theſe Tyes, and* may. make us. 
one day incline to a Marriage between 
you and my Son, I know that Dorilas- 
makes Court to you, and that his Rela- 
tions may have the -ſame thoughts for: 
him 3 but that proſped being yet ſo far 
diſtant, and that Time, and above all,. 
Heaven diſpoſes of us, and that beſides. 
Dorilas his Fortune is yet very uncertain, 
and lyable to very dangerous Chances, 
you may. have, it may be, ſome intereſt 
m- managing that violknt Inclination 
which my Son fhews he. has for.you, this. 
Paffion of his being very unſcaſonable in; 
reſpec ot his age, which ought to be em+ 
ployed in cultivating his mind.. You ſee 
that it is highly neceſſary to put ſome 
Rop'to the progrels of.an affeQtion which... 
is already become too firong, and which: 

may-make him unworthy ot your eſteem, 
and of the hopes of poſſeſſing you :. my. 
inſtructions. and. all the care of his Go» 
VETNOT: 
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vernor havenot hadpower to remove this 
diſturbance of his mind, it is you Celin- 
tha who are of an age a little above his, 
and who have a judgment above your 


age 5 it is you that mult bring him back ' 


into the right way. As for me Madam, 
anſwer'd Celintha, 1 long to ſecond your 
intentions, but tell me by what Art we 
may obtain that which I with with as 
much earneſineſs as you : you mult, re- 
plied Olimpia, make uſe of all the power 
you have over my Son, you are much 
dearer to him than a Mother, andthe de- 
fire of pleafing you will domore than the 
obedience which he owes me z make him 
underſtand you can never be able to like 
Lover who has no other qualification but 
his Love, and that if he will be belov'd, 
he muſt uſe all his endeavours to content 
his Parents and his Tutor, by a continu- 
al application to his Duty and his Exercis 


ſes. Celintha , whoſe thoughts were 


bent towards Dorilzs, whom the paſſho- 
nately loved, was much troubled to know 
how to behave her (elf as ſhe ought to- 
wards Alcander ; but Goodneſs being her 
predominant Quality, ſhe yields to the 
Prayers of Olympia, difſecmbles the Love 
ſhe has for Dorilas, and hearkens witha 
prit- 


; 
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prudent complaiſance to the Sighs of Al- 
cander, with the deſign of governing him - 
according to the Intentions of his Mc- 
ther. Although ſhe had not judgment or 
experience enough to aCt alone in ſo nice 


' an Aﬀair, ſhe had nevertheleſs ſufficient 


to profit by the Inſtructions which were 
given hcrz- and if ſhe reduced the Mind 
of Alcander, and ſo ſuddenly made him 
change his Behaviour, it was les by her 
Skill, than by' the aſcendant which the 
Inclination Alcander had for her , did 
give her over him, Theearneſt defire of 
plealing Celintha , made him make a 
wonderful progreſs in all Learning and 
the ambition of making himſelf more a- 
miable, raiſed in him that of diſtinguiſh- 
ing himſclf from his Equals, The Aca- 
demy where he went to learn his Exer- 
cifes, ſounded of nothing but the Name 
of Alcander, who by a conſtant and am- 
bitious Emulation endeavoured to out-do 
all his Companions. It he diſputed any 
Prizes in running of the Ring, or any 
other Exerciſes, he was ſo accuſtomed to 
overcome, that he could not endure to 
be vanquiſhed .; he would be fo much 
troubled when he was, that he always 


ſhed tears z What will Celiaths fay>faid -- 


he, 
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Voice ! and he hardly darcd to come near 
her, or to ſhew himſelf in the day of his 
Deteat, Olympia, who made advantage 
of every thing to the Education of her 
Son, ſeeing him ſo concerned with the 
tear of difplealing his Miſtreſs, never 
failed, when-cver he neglected his duty 
in any thing, to make him ſenfible of the 
trouble it would be to Celintha, if (he 
thought him capable of committing ſuch 
taultsz Alcander alarm'd with {uch threats 
"would throw himſelt at his Mothers feet, 
and beg her to-ſpare him the reproaches 
of Celinthz, and with fincere tears of re- 


pentance would give her an infallible a(- 


furance that he would repair his: fault. 


The defire he had to gain Celintha's 


whole Eſteem went (o far, and tyed 
him with ſo-much afliduity to all his Ex- 


erciles, that his Mother trembled for fear 


of his Health, and began-to frighten-her 
felf extreamly with the Examples we 
have of. the prejudice , which Youths 
every day receive by an intemperance 
of Scudy, and exceſs of Application. It 
was then that. O!ympia, in{icad of awa- 


kening the diligence of her Son, delixed - 


bis:Maſters to retrench part. of the time 


he, with a paſſionate and ſorrowful 
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allotted for his Studies and Exerciles, 
and to allow it him for his Diverlions. 
And then the allowed him full liberty to 
vilit Celintha 3 and (ceing with what af- 
liduity he waited upon her, with what 
eagerneſs. he devoured her with his Eyes, 
and with what earneſineſs he did her a 
thouſand Services , (ſhe asked him very 
often the cauſe of ſo extraordinary an 
Attendance.. Alcander , who- anſwered 
ſo well to all Queſtions which were asked 
him, and who always gave Reaſons for 
all his Actions , anſwered thus, T feel, 
without taking time to examine himſelf, 
I feel, at the fight of Celintha 

At theſe words interrupting himſelf, 
he ſhewed in- his Eyes and his who'e 
Countenance, with what labour and di- 
fturbance of Mind he ſought for what he 
had to: ſay , I feel, faid he again , fo 
ſtrange a pain; that I am aſhamed of the 
condition whirein Iam, and I am not. 
leſs ſo to tell you of it, and yet I tind in 
this pain a certain pleaſure which ſurpaſ-- 
{es all others, but a pleaſure which I can- 
not expreſs, and the loſs of which would 
be intolerable for me to bear. How ſhall 
E blame my ſelf enough, fſaid'he, that I 
cannot fatisfie your Curioſity, and = [ 

ave: 
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have ſo little wit, as not to be able 'to 
comprehend the Charm which chains me 
to Celintha, and which affords me. the 
greateſt of all pleaſures, or to ſpeak more 
properly, the only pleaſure which I love, 
or the only one I ever can love. Do not 
bluth , ſaid Olympia , at an Ignorance 
which is common to you with: the moſt 
learned Men of the World. What, con- 
tinued he; with an angry and ſorrowtul 
voice, I am now almolt 16 years old,and 
am I not able to tell what paſſes in my 
heart? I am reſolved to ſtudy my ſelf fo 
well- Ah Son, replicd Olympia, 
interrupting him, it is no matter whe- 
ther you know how to expreſs this In- 
clination tor Celintha, but it is of conſc- 
quence to overcome it ! Do you wilh fo 
much hurt, replied Alcander, to that Pal- 
ſion which has raiſed me above my (clf, 
and which has made me overcome that 


ſtubbornneſs of mind, which troubled - 
you ſo much before, and made me fo - 


 -alhamed, Do not deceive your ſelf, an- 
{wered Olympia, this fort of patſhon will 
correct ſome faults, and corrupt a thou- 


/{and Vertues, nothing is ſecure againlt 


its violence 3 Honour and Duty , every 
thing is in danger, when Reaſon is not 


Mil-* 
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Miftreſs. Fear not Madam, faid Alcan- 
der, all that I teel for Celintha,. can never 
make me forfeit my Reaſon, all the de- 
fire 1 have in the World being ſolely to 
ſce her, and to plcaſe her. Has this de- 
fire of mine any thing in it, with which 
the moſt ſcrupulous Vertue can be offend- 
ed ? Do but Icave me to this innocent 
Paflion, and 1 quit every thing elſe to 
you 3 1 will then ſacrifice to you all my 
actions, all the deſires of my heart, and 
every mon.cnt of - my Lite, Olympia be- 
ivg ſofined with theſe his tears, Love on, 
ſays ſhe, love Ctlintha, and do not make 
me repcnt the tenderneſs | have for you. 
Alcander ſatished with this permiſſion of 
loving Celintha, let himſelf looſe to his 
Paſſion, and ſtudying at the* hours left 
him for Recreation, the ways how to 
ſhew it, it hapned that one day a Bro- 
ther of Olympia's coming from his Coun- 
trey-houle, and relating to his Siſter the 
beauty and the abundance of Flowers and 
Fruit he had feen there, made a thought 
come into his head, which he was refolv- 


, ed to execute immediately. The i imp<- 


cuouſneſs of his temper not allowing him 
to make any rcHection ,; he fteals away 


ſuddenly from his Mother and his Go- 
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vernour, takes with him two of the Ser- 
vants of the Houſe that were readieſt to 
obey him, orders Horſes to be made rea» 
dy for him to go to-his Uncles Houle, 
which was about half a Leagues diſtance 
from the Town : But his impatience 
would not ſuffer him to ſtay while they 
were ready he goes therefore on Foot 
at mid-day, in the hot feaſon of the 
ſcorching Dog-days 3 he paſſes through 
a Field, where he ſaw Sweat running 
down in great drops upon the Faces of 
thoſe that were at Harveſt 3 he runs with- 
out ſlackening his pace, breathing no- 
- thing but Diſorder. No ſooner was he 
arrived, but without” allowing himſelf 
the time to reſt, he goes into a great 
Flower-garden, which was as large as 
the front of the Calle 3 he runs it over 
from one end to the other, he makes his 
eyes ramble over it. All this vaſt Par- 
terre, filled with an infhnite number of 
Flowers, could hardly ſatisfic his deſire; 


and although the multitude of them did 
rob him of the power of chooſing, yet he. 
Rill wiſh'd that Nature would make new 
ones to grow for his ſake. At length he 
commands his Servants to gather the fi- 


neſt and moſt curious of them, he him- 
{elf 
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ſelf ſhewing them an Example : From 
thence he goes to the Walls, and vilits 
all the Fruit-trees 3 if the faireſt Fruit be 
upon the higheſt Trees or Branches, he 
either bows them down or breaks them, 
that he may gather the Fruit with his 
own hand. After having robbed ſome 
of the Trees of what was beſt upon them, 
being tired with his Walk, and weary 
with the pains he had taken, he reſts 
himſelf under the ſhade of a Tree, but 
leſs in order to defend him(ſclf from the 
heat of the Sun, than to ſhade the Flow- 
ers and Fruit , which being ſeparated 
from their Stalks and Branches, would 
have loſt a great deal of their freſhneſs, 
had they been expoſed to the Sun at 
Noon 3 and not to be idle whilſt he rc- 
poſed himſelf, picks out the Flowers 
which ſcemed fineſt to him, he makes (c- 
veral Noſegays of them, and comparing 
them together , h& chooſes thoſe with 
the moſt ſuiting and agreeable fortings, 
to prefent to Celintha. | | 
. "Whilſt he. walks about, and prepares 
his Prefent, a company of young Ladies, 
who were come the day before under the 
condu& of ' their Mothers to this fine 
Houſe to divert themſelyes , and who 
were 
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were not leſs jealous of Celinths, than 
thoſe whom Olympia had gotten to bear 
Alcander company, in order to cure his 
Paſſion, and who were paſſing their time 
in little Sports,-in a Walk which was co- 
_ vered from the rays of the Sun,” One of, 
the Conpany having ſpyed Alcander. 
through a pallifade of Jeſſamine, told it 
to her Companions, who all run toge- 
ther through the Walk to furprize him : 
He was ſo attentive upon what he was 
abour, that they continued ſome time 
before him before he ſaw them 3 but at 
laſt lifting up his Eycs,and ſhewing ſome 
trouble at the fight of them, _ he paid 
them the Civility which was due to 
them. Theſe young Beauties, either to 
torment him, or out of Jealoulic, laught 
at the Employmcne which they: had 
found Alcander buſied 'with ,, and re- 
proaching him with the Plunder he:had 
made of all thoſe Flayers for the ſake of 
Cetinthz, they added, That it was nat fit 
ſhe alone ſhould be adorned Wk h. the 
Spoyls of the Garden 3 and Jafily, "Thar 
they had at their frlt arrival marked 
theſe Flowers, out of the deſire and hope 
thcy had of patherinþ them. - Alcander, 


who law hiniſclf obliged to remember 
| the 


i 
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the Reſpet he owed unto his Uancles 
Houſe, and who as young as he was, 
knew how to behave himſelf as he ought, 
was in ſuch a diſorder, that he did not 
know what to anſwer. When he ſaw 
them all ſeize upon the Flowers which 


he had at firli defigned for Celintha, one 
may eafily guels how violent the condi- 


. tion ſuch a hcart as Alcander's was in 


he had however the power of refiraining 
himſelf, and only dcfired their leave to 
gather ſome other Flowers, to rcpair the 
loſs which he had received from them, 
Theſe young Ladies perceiving the vio- 
lence which he uſed to himſelt, reſtored 
to him all his Flowers : One of them in 
a ſcornful manner told him, It was not 
juſt for them thus to rob his Miſtreſs 3 
another with ſomewhat of a fſeverer 
Look, accompanied with Spite, letting 
him . know » That ſhe would have no 
Flowers that were gather'd for another, 
and that (he could well enough difpence 
with the loſs of an Ornament which he 
owed to Celintha, Alcander, who heark- 
ned to nothing that was (aid, and who 
grudged all the minutes which were loſt 
in uſeleſs Compl.ments, thanks them 
al Wogualy, and asks their permiſſion to 

| CG leave 
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leave their Company, to pay thoſe du- 
ties which his younger years had indiſ- 
 penſably obliged him to, At theſe words 
he goes out of the Garden, and finding 
at the door a Coach which was brought 
tor him, inſtead of the Horſes which he 
had ordered to follow him, he goes into 
ic, and rcturns to the Town, burning 
with love and impatience : He goes (trait 
to the Houſe of Liriana, he flycs through 
hcr Apartment, and enters upon a ſud- 
dcn into the Chamber of Celintha, to of- 
ter her himſelt his Peeſent, full of confi- 
dence and joy 3 but caſting his eyes upon 
Celintha, he ſees Dorilas \litting by ther, 
who bending his head towards her hand, 
was jult going to kiſs it. Alcander 
firuck with this fight, as with a Thun- 
dcr-bolt,-remains inſenfible and unmove- 
able, his ſmiling and ſerens Countenance 
was cover'd with a dark cloud, the red 
and livclineſs of his Complexion gives 
place to a deadly palcneſs, his Eyes that 
were wont to ſparkle with joy , and 
would with a violent tranſport. ad- 
vance outwards, and ſparkle, were now 
_ quite darkned, and did retire inwardly. z 
he had a mind at length to complain, but 


his gricf ſtopt his words. Ia ſhort, this 


trou- 
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trouble- and diſquiet which is ſhut up 
within his Soul, breaks out 3 his Eyes 
kindle with diſdain ; z he takes the Flows= 
ers and the Fruit, throws them upon the 
ground , tears the Noſegays, throws 
ther under his fcet 3 and not being able 


Kany more to bear the preſence of Celintba, 


he goes out of her Chamber, and re- 
turns home in ſo ſtrange a patfion and 
diſorder, that his Parents who were a» 
larmed, his Governor who was provo- 
ked at an abſence of three or four hours, - 
had not the power to chide him 3 they 
ſeemed more concerned at his grict, than 
angry at his fault, Alcander throws 
himfelf at the feet of his Parents, and - 
after-having given them a fincere Relat 
on of all that had paſs'd, proteſts open- 
ly to them, that to provoke them no fuy- 
ther, he was reſolved to break with Ce- 
lintha, and to apply himſelf ſolely to his 
duty: He conjures them, pouring out a 
flood of tears, never to force him more to 
viſit the ungrateful, the unfaithful and 
crue] 'Celintha; Olympia havirg ſetled 
his 'mind by hcr ſweetneſs and reaſons, 
he lived. for fome time with much lefs 
I difquiet' than formerly , and flattered 
s [tymſelf in we with an appearance of 
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quiet, which made him believe he had 
torgotten Celintha, and his Love for her. 
But how is it poſſible always to ſtem a 
Torrent, 1 mean an invincibic Inclinati- 
on? it begins again to mzke it (cif be 
felt as violent as ever. Alcander reſiſts it 
with all the power he has, he flyes the 
light of Celintha, but when chance offers 
het to his cyes, he can reſirgin neither 
his Looks nor his Sighs, *which make 
their eſcape. towards her, he is ſurprized 
with thoughts which arc all of Celintha, 
when he would think of any thing <l(e, 
And forgetting alrcady his trouble and 
relentment, he enquires how ſhe does 
it he hears Dorilas named, he ſeems to 
be moved and to tremble, and changes 
colour 3 if he tinds Dorilas amongſt his 
Companions at Play, he thews ſufhcient- 
ly by-his cold reception, or by his forcec 
Courteſics , the averſion he has for his 
Rival, and evcn his whole behaviour to 


wards him, plainly ſhews the defire he 


has to quarrel with him, in order to finc 
a pretence of claiming that ſort af -com 
ing to a right underltanding, which wa 
commonly: practiſed in thoſe days, out 
of a nice point of Honour, which has co! 
France ſo much noble Blood. Byt iD 
as 
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Is, who had a great deal of Love and 
| Courage, and who had alſo a great deal 
m af of Prudence, excuſed his Rival, as being 
ati-( a Youth, and pardoned his miſ{-govern- 
| ment, imputing it tothe excels of an un- 
fortunate Paſhon. 

All that Alcander did, ſhewed but too 
much, that the reſolution which he had 
taken of not ſeeing Celintha any more, 
was founded up3n a falſe Cure, and was 
ſupparted only by the (irength of his dif- 
dain, And-as this obſtinate humour, 
which he had made appear from his In- 
fancy, had changed into a ſirength.of 
es 3 mind and firmneſs of courage, he had 
; toff made it a point of honour to himſelf to 
pes] break for ever with Celintha, and to refilt 
his the torrent which carried him away to- 
nt-| wards her, This conſtraint which he 
cedf| put continually upon himfclf was fo vio- 
hi} lent, that it had like tocoſt him his Life 3 
to -he falls fick, the Phyſicians are called, * 
hej who-immediately think to cure the Di-- 
ind] {caſe without examining the Cauſe, re- 
m4 ſolve, but to no purpole, upon a method 
vay of Cure for him according to the uſual 
out} forms. Olympia , who never lol fight 
off of her Son, had obſerved, that the ab- 


Ol 
ore} (ence of Celintha was the only cauſe of 
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Alcander*s fickneſs, has recourſe to the 
true Remedy : She obtains a Viſit to 
him from Celintha, who loving only Do- 
rilas, and being of her ſelf removed at 
fome diſtance from him, to avoid giving 
him the trouble which the fi ght of her 
had cauſed, was brought with ſome difh- 
culty to grant the requeſt of Olympia 3 
but at laſt ſhe yielded to the deſires of an 
afflicted Mother, to her natural goodneſs, 
or it may be to the pleaſure ſhe took in 
inſalting over the ignorance of the Phyſi- 
clans, and to do that by her preſence, 
which the Phyficians had not been able 
to effect by their Medicines. Olympia 
prepares her Son for this Viſit, to pre» 
vent the dangers of a ſudden ſurprize : 
The bare hope of this ſight reſtores 
ſtrength to the Patient 3 his eyes which 
before were almoſt out by a deep ſorrow, 
rekindled, and ſparkled with joy. One 
of his Friends who fate near his Bed, and 
who took notice of this ſudden change, 
out of an unfeaſonable joy mentioned it 
aloud, which had like to have ſpoyl'd 
all 3 for Alcander had ſome ſhame of his 
weakneſs , and ſuffering himſelf to be 
tranſported with diſdain that il re- 
maincd, was upon the point of refuli ing 
| ene 
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the viſit from Celinthaz but being come 
again to himfelt, by (ſeeing in the ſorrow- 
ful filence of his friend his repentance for 
his imprudence , he received Celintha; 
who came in a moment afterwards. At 
her firſt ap proach Alcander . was in fo 
great a diſorder, he being ſomewhat a- 
ſhamed to appear in this condition to the 

eyes of thoſe who were about him 3 but 
the more he endeavours to hide his Con- 
cern, the more it breaks out 3 thoſe ſpi- 
rits which began to revive and reſtore 
his Countenance, did rctire back , and 
leave it pale, his Looks becoming fxt, 
and full of aſtoniſhment. Celinths, who 
had pity on him, made figns to thoſe 
who were about his B:d, to go out of 
the Room. Alcander is affected with 
this goodneſs of Celintha, it aftords him 
ſome hopes, and makes him” put on a 
different air from that which he had bc- 
fore 3 there returns immediately upon 
his Looks a certain fprightfulneſs of 
eharming-ſweetnefs, and vivacity in his 
eycs,- and an agreeable ſmile. ſpreads: it 
felt over his lips. In ſhort, there ap- 
pears throughout his whole Perſon, that 
-which may be called the cffc&. of Joy and 
Hope 3 he would have ſpoken, to thank 
CG 4 | Ce- 
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Celintha for the honour of her Viſit, but 
{peech failed him as well as expreſſions, 
Celintha, who had for Alcander all that a 
Woman could have of moſt kind and fa- 
vourable,, excepting her Love , which 
was wholly engaged to Dorilas, faid to 
him the moſt obliging things, and ſuch 
as were moſt proper for the reſtoring him 
to his health. But this motive of pity, 
which made her ſpeak fo tenderly to him, 
and whoſe language reſembled fo much 
that of Love, was carried too far 3 ſhe 
began to . fear, that in going about to 
cureFFtcander's Diſeaſe , ſhe ſhould in- 
creaſe his Love by falle hopes 3 and this 
fear threw her into ſome diſorder, which 
was obſerved by Altcander, and which 
made him immediatcly relapſe into his 
jealous diffdence of her. Ihus all his 
pain returning again, No, no, Celintha, 
anſwered he, with a fecble and-languiſh- 
ing voice, flatter no more a Wretch with 
your goodneſs which he docs not deſerve, 
and which your own heart diſowns : 
Take leſs care of a Life, which can ſerve 
only to difturb your quiet 3 Heaven has 
cauſed me to be born for you, but it has 
made you for Dorilas 5 live for the ſake 
of that happy Lover, and ſuffer an uct 
| OI- 
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fortunate Wretch to die, who is not al- 
lowed to live for you, Alas dear Alcan- 
der, replied Celinthz, I would not have 
you die ! I had rather —— There making 
a (top, fearing to ſay too much, or not 
to ſay enough , being preli by her too 
great natural g0odne(s, and being too 
much moved by the deplorable conditi- 
on of Alcandzr, (hz was going, without 
doubt, to ſpeak what ſhe would after- 
ward have repented of, when ſome Per- 
ſons of Quality coming into the Gham- 
ber, hindred her from purſuing hex Diſ- 
courſe. She. takes her leave, Ofhunia 
goes out with her, and after having 
thanked her for her Favours, May l pre- 
{ume, {aid ſhe, to beg you to continu 
your Vilits 3 | know very well all thar 
paſſes, but you are as gooJ, as a Mother 
is unjuſt 3 be pleaſed, dear Celinthz, to 
vouchſafe to entertain and amuſe his pa 
lion, without injuring that Love you 
have for Dorilas ; give {ome encourage- 
ment to Alcander's hopes, until his rea- 
fon which-prevails more and more every 
day can make him conquer a paſſion, 
which can never make him happy. Ce- 


| tintha, who was too fincere to deny 


what (he felt for Dorils, .and too modelt 
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to confeſs it, and beſides was not able 
to deny Olympia, anſwered her with ſome 


| _ - diſorder, and promiſed, but it was with 


{ome little trouble, ( as ſhe was leaving 

her) to do all that was in her power tos 

wards her quiet, and that of her Son. 
Alcaxder, flatter'd with ſome hopes 


 -Which the tenderneſs of Celintha gave 


him, recovered, and his ſirength return+- 
&d, and as he was in a continual ſearch 
for any thing that might be pleaſing to 
Celintha 3 and that this carneft detire 
ſtirred up all the powers of his mind, 
thoſe talents which hitherto had remain» 
ed buricd, and as it were ſuſpended by 
the-weakne(s of his Youth, began now 
. to diſplay themſclves, and above all the 
difpcfition he had to the making of Ver- 
fes. So ſoon'as he had felt this noble 
fre which comes from above, and which 
makes the greateſt Poets, his firſt Eſſays 
furprized every body with wonder, and 
his love having given a further degree of 
hcat to this divine fire, he made Verſes 
with. an incredible facility 3 the turn of 
them was ealie, and the expreſſions bold, 
and they had -a wondertul cxactneſs, 
which proceeding neither from Art nor 
Study, ſhewed the excellency of his na« 
G th- 
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tural Parts, and his great Ingenuity, - If 
was at the time when the new Saphos 
who ſurpaſſes in every thing the ancient 
Greek Sapho, I mean Madamoiſelle ge 
Seudery, by that lawful Authority which, 
ſhe has obtained in the amorous and wit- 
ty World, introduced a word of admira= 
ble uſe into the language of Lovers 3 it is 
the word Tender, and that of Tenderneſs, 
which giving a more diſcreet Idea of 


Love, hath ſpared the uſe of terms, which 


were a little too licentious for the modeſty 
of perſons who are ſcrupulouſly vertuous. 
This term of Tender in this fence appear- 
cd ſo agreeable to the mind, and was ſo 
well received by all perſons who had any 
reliſh for Poetry, that there was neither 
Song nor Madrigal made wherein it was 
not uſed, and to which it did not add-a 
great deal of grace by its novelty, and 
by the beauty of the expreſlion.- © Means 
der, who had hitherto felt but only '# + 


blind inclination for Celintha, which he 


did not know how to define, inſenſibly 
found that it was Love-3 this Love began _ . 
to grow into Deſires, and this violent . © 
Paſſion not being able to conceal it (elf, 
but ſhewing it ſelf too openly, forced Ce= 
lintha to retrench her complailance, and 
$ {00 
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to arm her (elf with all her feveriry, ' 4/- 
cander fought it with all his weapons, 
and did not fail to make uſc of this word 
Tender, which was newly invented and 
as Reſpe&t always accompanies great 
Paſſions, when-ever he made any Song 
for Celintha, he concealed her Name un- 
der the term of Phills, and that of his 

Deſires under the reſpeAtful term of Ten- 

der. The: number of the fine Verfes 

which he compoſed, was more for the 
honour of Celintha, than his own 3 but 
he did not like certain Poets of Quality, 
., Whereof ſome out of a proud modeſty do 


 q - Keep to themſelves all the Verſes they 


make, and bluſh at the expoſing a Ta- 
lent, which does honour to every body : 
or as others, who out of a ridiculous 
vanity do- affect railing themſelves into 


* 7 - Authors, would have the meancſt of their 
== *Trifles be fecn by all theWorld,and out of 


this forward ambition do beg the praiſes 
which are given them aloud in complai- 
ance, but which are refuſed them in pxi- 
vare out of juſtice. When Alcander 
ſhewed his Verlſes, - it was without ſhame 
as'well as without forwardneſs; but yet 


that which had any thing of fine and paſ- 


fionate in it, ſhaked more than once the 
con» 
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conſtancy of his Miſtreſs, and made hex 
Love for Dorilas to ſtagger. Celintha had 
for Alcander new Complacencies, and 
Alcander felt in himfſelt for her new Mo- 
tions, which he had not yet known 3 this 
indifcreet joy, which a great paſſion ſuf- 
fers to diſcover of it (elf, when it thinks 
it ſelf happy, became ſo viſible in all the 
aQions of Alcander, that Celintha was 
very much concerned at it. She xye-  *% 
proached her {elf for that innocent weak= *®**: 
neſs ſhe ſuffered to appear in favour of | 
this Lover , notwithſtanding the: Love 
{he-had for Dorilas ; but it was not with» , 
out great difficulty that ſhe ſubdued her 
{weetneſs of temper, which continually 
betray'd her, and that ſhe endeavour'd 
by ſome forced hard(hips which ſhe put 
upon Alcander, to revenge the Cauſe of 
Dorilas, upon the credulity of Alcander. 
Alcander , Who was of a penetrating 
Judgment , was quickly undeceived 
this knowledge raiſed his indignation, 
awakned his pride, and his Reaſon with-.; 
theſe Helps thought it (elf able to ovEr-: 
come this paſſion : But finding aw : 
utterly unable to conquer it, much lefs 
to ſatisfie it, he turns all his thoughts or | 
the fide of Honour, and hopes to nrY SE 
OLt= 
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forted by it, for all the diſguſts of an un- 
fortunate paſſion. His Parents, his Go- 
vernour, his Mafters, his own Reaſon, 
and his Courage, do withdraw him from 
the preſence of Celintha; and he being of 
an age and in a condition very proper to 
make a Journey to Court , to receive 
there his laſt Accompliſhments , which 
are not to be found elſewhere, they were 
reſolved to ſend him to Pars. He him- 
felf being delirous to have his departure 
haſtned,: and to that end coming into his 
Mothers Chamber with his uſual haſti- 
nels, he was tenderly ſtruck with the 
Beauty of a young Lady, who being juſt 
come from Paris with her Mother, paid 
her firſt Viſit to Olympia, Having ſeated 
himſelf next to this young Perſon, whoſe 
Name was Roſolinda, he looked upon 
* her with all the carneſtneſs which Re- 
ſped and Decency would allow him 3 he 
let ſome Glances flip, which ſeemed to 
be fixt upon the Eyes of Roſolinda, and 
fo ſoon as he had met a return, he let 
fall his own, out of a reſpetul awe, and 
with an air which ſeemed to ſhew ſome- - 
what of paſſion. Roſolinda,whom Fame... 


had prepared to favour Alcander , bu: -| 


| who had not yet heard what had paſſed * 
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between him and Celintha, perceived 
with ſome joy the little diforder which 
appeared in the Countenanee of Alcan- 
der, and finding in it ſome glimmerings 
of a Conqueſi, ſhe immediately did all 
that the Art of pleaſing, without *preju- 
judice to her modeſty, could do to add to 
her Beauty, This firſt Converſation be- 
gan with a ſilence, which yet uttered 
many things 3 it was kept up by a ſort 
of Complements , which. often fignitie 
nothing, and continued by mutual Come 
mendations, which were given and re- 
turned with a ſincere eftecm, but in fo 
gentile and well turned a mannex, that 
it made praiſes to be agreeable and com- 
patible with the niceſt modeſty. Theis 
Converſation had gone farther, if- the 
Mother of Roſolinda, taking her leave of 
Olympia, had not interrupted it 3 but 
being forced to part, they ſhewed cach 
other that they had a great deal yet to 
ſay. Alcander being retired into his 
Apartment, his imagination being filled 
with the thoughts of Roſolinda, he 
thought he felt in his heart forme difpoſt- 
tion to revenge the loſs of Celintha : At 
leaff, ſaid he within himſelf,” I teel ſome 


" @&recable motions, which the Givilitics 
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of Roſolinds have raiſed in my mind, and 
which ſeem to comfort me in ſome mea- 
ſure in my deſpair, and do a little (weet- 
en the bitterneſs of my AMictions 3 and 
it may be Heaven it (elf, which off:rs me 
ſo favourable an opportunity for my cure, 
will give me the power to finiſh it, and 
make me to bzar a gentler yoke, and 
ſuch as will leave me in ſome hope. 
Whilſt Alcander flattered himfelt with 
theſe Reflections, Roſolinda, who began 
to bear a great part in all that concerned 
Alcander, - having now known his affliti= 
on , and the engagement of Celintha, 
thought, it would be cafic for her to- 
make a conqueſt of what Celintha had 
neglected, She longed to fee Alcander, 
who owed hera Viſit, and to endeavour 
in ſo favourable a JunRaure to dif-engage 
him from a deſperate paſſion, and to 
render her ſelf Miſtrels of a heart which 
the cruelty of Celintha had broken and 
tormented. Alcander ſoon ſatisfied her 
Impatience 3 he went to fee the Mother, 
to get her leave to viſit the Daughter : 
He obtains it , and immediately. gives 

 * himſelf up. wholly to thedelign which he.” 
had of loving her, and making himſeſf* 
- be beloved by hers When he is withy 
her, 
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her,” he diſplays before her to tHe utmoſt, 
whatſoever he uſed to ſhew of the amo- 
r10us and the witty, at times when he 
was moſt ambitious of plealing : He 
ſhews in his Converſation that vivacity 
of Wit, and greatneſs of Soul, which do 
uſe-to attract eſteem, and eſpecially fince 
the terms in which he expreſſes himielt, 
have an I know not what of lively and 
natural, which agrees with-the lingerity 
of his thoughts. Roſolinda , who had, 
like him, a lively imagination, and a 
haughty mind, thought and did every 
thing like him, ( that is to ſay ) with a 
great deal of gentileneſs. This confor- 
mity of them both in their thoughts and 
in their expreſſions, ſeemed to prepare 
them for a perfect union : There was be- 
tween them this difference, that Roſolin- 
da having nothing in hes heart which op- 


_ poſed the paſlion the begun to teel for Al- 


eander, in the ardent delire (ſhe had to- - 
pleaſe him, followed her Inclination 3 
whereas Alcander having alſo a deſign to 
pleaſe Roſolinda, was forced to encoun- 
ter the Inclination which carried him to- 
wards Celintha, Thus Alcander finding 
himſelf coo much pre-cngaged , endea= 
vours the more to love Roſo/inda « In edt 

cx 
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der to this, he forces himſelf, as much 
as poſhble, to fill his imagination with 
the merit of Roſolinda : He fixes all his 
Looks upon what he ſees in her, to be 
the moſt movingand the moſt engaging 3 
he examines, he fudies all her Beauties, 
he ſearches, and thinks to find a certain 
delicacy in all her thoughts, a certain ac- 
curatene(s in her expretſions, and-in all 
that ſhe does, a new ſort of agreeable- 
neſs, which no body had yet obſerved 3 
he fancies Graces in all her Perſon which 
ſhe had not, although indee4 ſhe poſſeſ 
many of them to a great degree. Roſo- 
linda'teconds his Intentions, and forgets 
nothing of thoſe ſtrokes which may gain 
her ſo advantagious a Victory. This firſt 
Viſit, which had laſted much longer, if 
it had been to be meaſured by the pleaſure 
which it gave tothem both, being ended 
by the Laws of Decency ,-they parted 
with ſome affurance of having railed in 
each an eſteem the one for the other. Al< 
cander went from this Converſation,with 
a ſatisfaction and agreeable diſturbance 
which he took, for a certain preſage of 
the change he wiſhed for with ſo much 
earneſtneſs. He continues his Vilits; and 
how far from haſining his Journey/46/ 
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Paris, he does ſeek excuſes to retard it. 


Now becauſe the motive which con- 
tinually inclined him to Celintha,did di- 
ſturb the happy beginnings of this En- 
terpriſe, he. found himſelf {till in an un- 
certain condition, his Heart belonging 
neither to Roſolinda, nor to Celintha, 
lince it was tyed to the one by a Chain, 
which Fate had made with. her. own 
hands, and to the other by a violent 


deſire of his own, to beſtow all his Love 


upon her 3 he was reſolved to enter into 
an Engagment in deſpight of his Heart, 
which nothing might be capable of 
breaking. He would therefore needs 
lay an obligation upon himſelf, by thews 
ing toall the World, that he is the Lo- 
vcr and Adorer of Roſolinda 3 he fays it 
ſo often, that he perſwades himſelf that 
heis ſoz and to forget nothing of what 
may advance this Love in a Mind pre- 
poſſeſt by. another Paſſion , he draws 
the Piture of Roſolinda in Verſes, he 
fills þamſelf with her Idea, and he pre- 
ſcnts to his mind a Collection of the des 


licate Stroaks and Features of which her 


Beauty is compoſed. 
Scarce had he finiſhed his Verſes, 
but without giving himſelf time to exa- 
, mine 
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mine and poliſh them, he ſends them to 
Roſolinda, and ſhews them to his Friends 

with a forwardneſs which was not uſu- 
alin him it was enough for him to be- 
lieve that this impetuous defire which 
had made him make this Picture with 
this great quickneſs, was an undoubted 
mark of his new Paſſion, Celintha, who 
knew already ſomething of it, was &x- 
treamly pleaſed to fee in Alcanders 
- Verſes the confirmation of a Change 
whichſhe (o earne(tly wiſhed for. Com- 
ing therefore to Roſolindz, to whom (he 
owed a Viſit, the makes the Converſati- 
on to fall upon this Subject, not out of 
an indiſcreet and jealous Guriolity, 
which is ſo common to all Women, but 
out of a generous Goodneſs, which 
made her concern her ſelt for Alcanders 
quiet, anJ1 who pleaſed her ſclt in con- 
gratulating Roſolinda for ſo honourable a 
Conqueſt. How happy are you, faid 
ſhe, to Roſolinda, to find in Alcander a 
Lover who knows how to praiſe ag, well 
as to love ! who ſhews you ſo Much 
Wit whcn he gave you a Heart, and 
who mixes with his Preſents ſuch pre- 
cious- Incenſe !._ What likehood is there, 
replied Roſolinda, that a Heart which 
loves 
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oves you once, can or will ever. love a- 
nother ? The Verſes which Alcander 
made for me, .do form the Idea of a 
Beauty which never was in being 3 and 
as the Picture does not reſemble me, and 
is ſo much above me, Alcander*'s Love 
is no lc{s incredible than his Praiſes. 
Roſolinda, ſaid Celintha, has not leſs Mo- 
deſty than Beauty. Celintha anfwered, 
Roſolinda has not only all that can make 
a perſon be beloved by all the World, 
but (he has for the Eyes of Alcander a 
certain Charm, which ties him to her 
Perſon with Knots which he can never 
be able to break. It is in that, replied 
Celintha, lics the Priviledge of a Beauty 
like yours ———As ſhe was purſuing 
her Diſcourſe, word was brought that 
Alcander deſired to (ce her. At this 
Name of Alcander, imagine what was 
the ſurprize of them both, who had 
ſuch different Motives and Intereſts, 
Roſolinda ordered him to be conducted 
in, being deſirous to ſee the. effect 
which the Preſcnce of Celinths would 
cauſe before her, upon the mind of a 
revolted Lover z and Celintha was over- 


Joyed to be upon this occaſion with. Ro- 


"an » that Alcander comparing the 
| one 
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one with the other, might be the better 
convinced of the preference which was 
due to her Rival, and give himſelf up 
at laſt wholly to this his new Miſtreſs. 
Alcander came into the Chamber, and 
ſeeing Celintha with Roſo/inda, was fo 
furprized , that he could not diſſemble 
the diſorder it put him nito,and he knew 
not which to fix his eyes upon. This 
diſtraction and diſorder which appeared 
in his thoughts, made Roſolinda aſha- 
med, -and raiſed a great deal of pity in 
Celintha : All three were ſtruck dumb, 
and not knowing with what to begin 
the Converſation, kept ſilence for fome 
time 3 Roſolinda broke it at laſt, and not 
being able to abſtain from thanking Al- 
cander, for the deſcription he had made 
of her in Verſe. Alcander, anſwer'd her 
Complement, in terms which ſhewed 
the great diſturbance of his mind ; He 
turns his eyes towards Celintha , and 
ſeems with ſubmiſſive and languilhing 
Looks to tell her, he repented the having 
contradicted by his Verſes which he had 
made for another, all that- he knew be- 
Jonged to her: He finds he loves none 
"but Celintha, and ſeems to have forgot- 
ten that ſhe loved no body but Dorilas. 


Ce- 
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Celintha, who would have reſcued him 
from this D:ſorder,s ſaid to him with her 
nſual ſweetneſs, I ſce Alcander, that lo- 
ving Honour as you do to the higheſt 
point, you fear the offending againſt it, 
by ſhewing before me, that you have ta» 
ken back your heart torgive it to another 3 
but does not Honour it fſclt dictate. to 
you, that it is a ſhameful thing for ſuch 
a Perſon as you, to loſe upon me fuch 
precious Sighs as yours are ? I muſt con- 
fels, I do eſtcem the heart which I had 
the diſpoſal of ſo much, as to believe it 
was not unworthy of you, and if it were 
poilible for you to gain it cither by force 
ot Mcrit, Love, or Conſtancy, it would 
then ( it may be) be ſhameful for you 
to yicld it up to another 3 but ſince it 
belongs to another , by the irrevocable 
Command of that Power which abfo- 
lutely diſpoſes of us , nothing can be 
more honourable for you, than to free 
your ſ(clt from ſuch an unfortunate bon- 
dage, and to put your ſelf into the chains 
of a Beauty you ought to prefer before 
me, though 1 were capable of returning, 
your Love.. Celintha having ſpoken theſe 
words, riſes up, thinking ſhe ought to 
ſpare Alcander the contuſion of anſwerings 

ſhe 
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ſhe takes leave of Roſolinds, and leaves 


her in an alftoniſhment , no leſs than 
Alcander. Roſolinda ſeeing her ſclt alone 


with him, having made ſome endeavours 


to re-(ettle her mind, Lift up your cyes, 


\ Alcander, ſaid ſhe, and do not bluſh by 
reaſon of the condition which the pre- | 


ſence of Celintha has put you into : I ſee 
very well that an invincible charm draws 
you to her, but fince with the help of 
ſuch a deſert, and ſuch a Love as yours, 
Celintha cannot overcome the inclination 
which {hz has for Dorilas , cant be 
thought ſtrange, that you cannot over- 
come tor my ſake the Love which you 


have for Celintha ? Yicld therefore to. 


that deltiny, which tyes you to a Perſon 
infinitely amiable 3 love her ſtill, and if 
ſo (weet-a heart as hers leems not to be 
made for you, force it to yicld it (elf to 
your own power, The illuſtrious Alcane 
der is not born to be always unhappy, his 
deſtiny is ſtronger than that of Dorilas, 
and even that of Celintha it (elf 3 and 
latily , there is nothing impoſſible *to 
Love, Merit, and Perſcvcrance , when 
you unite therh all together. Ah Ma- 
dam , anſwers Alcander, with a great 
ſigh, and as it were coming out of- a 

S deep 


; 


—_— 


£1 D en» 


The CharaFer of Love. 71 


deep ſtudy, With what hopes would you 
flatter an unfortunate Lover ! I too well 
feel that I loved Celintha, and I too well 
{ee that I ſhall always love her 3 but you 
may imagine that I ſhall always love her 
againſt my will, fince it will always be 


' without. any hope and this will be at 


leaſt a juſt puniſhment inflicted upon a 
heart that will not obey me ; If I could 
take any other courſe, it ſhould be, with 
out doubt, that of caſting off-the fetters 
put - upon. me by Celintha, to give my 
{e]lf wholly to you. The tight of you 
alone does often charm my melancholy, 
and I found my felt fo filled with the 
thoughts of you when I made your Pi- 
Cture, and I did it with fo quick and 
lively a warmth, that I thought that fre 
in my mind had paſſed into my heart : 
But'I now fee my Error with ſhame and 
though I might hope one day to reſtore it 
to my felf, that I might offer it entirely 
to you, would it be juſt that you ſhould 
be a moment in doubt of your conqueſt ? 
How could I Rill have the raſhneſs to de- 
niand of you your heart, for a heart 
that'is yet a priſoner in the chains of ano- 


| ther, and which has made ſo many fuc- 


<efsle(s: Attempts to free itſelf ? Can l 
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enter into your preſence, after having: 
ventured to take upon me openly the: 
Name of your Lover, and after having 
expoſed my lelt to the (ſhame of belying 
{o glorious a Name ? I ought to deprive 
my felt for ever of. the pleaſure and ho- 
nour of {ccing you. At theſe words he 
goes out, without ſtaying tor ker An- 
{wer, and as ſoon as he was got home, 
he thought of going immediately to 
Court 3 he asks leave of his Parents, and 
makes the beſt excuſe he can for the in- 
con{tancy of his reſolutions, 

After having relided ſome time at Pa- 
rzs, and after having added to his mind, 
| and to all thoſe accompliſhments he 
brought with him out of the Countrey, 
that agreeable air which is to:be gained 
no where elſe but there , the progreſs 
which he ſoon made in gaining the gene- 
ral efteem of the World, upon his en- 
trance into it, the reputation of his Name 
and Fortune, augmented by a great E- 
ſtate, made him looked upgy as-a, yery 
conſiderable Match. ' he greateſt of. tht 
Court had their eyes . upon him ;,;and 
wiſhed for his Alliance : An abſence - of 
{ome years, his Reaſon fortitied by Age, 

and by the Convetrſaticn he had with the 
a= 
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rational World, the application which 
he made to every thing -that could give 
the laſt perfection. to a Gentleman of 
Quality, ſome little Amours which im- 
ployed his leiſure time, and which young 
People look upon as a neceſſary Pleaſure. 
All this ſeemed to have extinguiſhed the 
Love which he had for Celintha, to ſuch 
a degrees, that one of his Friends having 
ſpoken to him of a great Match, he hear- 
kens to the Propolition with pleaſure, 
writes about it to his Parents, procures 
their Conſent , and afterwards courts 
and gets the Corfent of Floriſa, for that 
was her Name, The Match is concluded 
upon, the day is appointed for all Parties 
to ſign the Contract, and yet ce the 
power of Love guided by Inclination, 
In the midſt of theſe Preparations for fo 
advantagious a Marriage, he receives 
News, which ſtops the exccution, which 
was a misfortune betallen Dorilas, whom 
the loſs of a Law-Suit had totally ruined, 
and forced to renounce the potlciſion of 
Celintha ', he tecls in himſclt a hope 
ſpring-up, which he had betore loſt, and 
this hope re-kindlcs his Flames, Having 
known- afterwards that Celintha was 
fick, and that the beginning of her fick- 
s [D 2 neſs 
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neſs was {o violent, that ſhe was in dane 
ger of her life, his tenderneſ{ towards her 
increaſes 3 imagine then what was the 
diſturbance of a mind agitated with fo 
many motions at the ſame time. On 
the one fide, the neceſſity of accompliſh- 
ing a Marriage reſolved upon, the ſhame 
of ſecing in danger the honour of his 
Word and Promiſes, the indiſpenſable 
obligations of Duty and Decency , the 
intereſt of Reputation and Fortune 3 and 
op the other ſide, the Love he has for 
Celintha, the pity he has of her Sickneſs, 
the paſſion he has to ſuccour her, the im- 
patience he has to ſce her again, and the 
hopes of poſſeſſing her. In this per- 
plexity, his firſt thoughts were to dif- 
engage his word 3 he goes to the Paxents 
of 'Floriſa, throws himſelf at their feet, 
makes a fincere confcilion to them of the 
condition of his mind , and proteſts to 
them, that if notwitſtanding the paſſion 
which he has for Celintha, which he feels 
the return of with greater force than} 
ever, they eſteemed him worthy of their + 
Daughter , nothing ſhould hinder him 
from doing his duty, and keeping to his 
promiſe, Her Parents, who would not 
endanger the guiet of their Daughter 
they 
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they loved fo tenderly, ſoon releaſed 41- 
cander from his word. Alcander goes 
home with all the diligence which his 
age and his natural activity , his love 
and his hope, enabled him to do. So 
{oon as he was come thither, he asked 
for Celintha, and hears that ſhe had been 
in great danger of her life, by the malig- 
nity of that fort of diſeaſe which may be 
called the Scourge of Beauty,fince it lome- 
times diſ-tigures the fineſt Faces, and 
does at leaſt take away that which is cal- 
I«d the lower of Beauty, I mean the gloſs 
and finene(s of the Complexion, which 
was the chief Beauty of Celiatha, This 
accident ſurprizes Alcander, and far from 
abating his paſſion, gives riſe to a gene- 
rous compulion , which inflames and 
ſoftens him the more, He asks leave of 
Celintha to viſit her: She who yet ſaw 
no body, and who waited tiil time had 
worn out thoſe cruel impreflions which 
her Sickne(s had left upon her Face, does 
notwithitanding at laſt yield to the preſ- 
ſing deſires of Alcander, and to her own 
good nature. She receives Alcander, 


-\who cannot conceal his diſorder at the - 


firſt light of Cetinths, although he had 
prepared himſelf againſt the ſurprize, 
| D 3 - which 
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which the change of her Complexion had 
occalioned. Celinths perceived it, and 
both having paid the Civilities they ow- 
ed- each other, after ſo long an abſence, 
Well then, Aaid Celintha, you ſee how: 
bad a recompence you have for the impa- 
ticnce which you had to ſee me 3 you ſee 
how the Heavens take care to cure you 
of a paſſion which I have {ſo little merit- 
ed, If that had been the intention of 
Heaven ,- anſwered Alcander , I ſhould 
| have been inſpired with other thoughts 
towards you, and ſhould have had ano- 
ther heart: Time. abſence, nor the acci- 
dents of life, and tne inconſtancy which 
is ſo natural to men, are able to change, 
and even to deltroy the ſtrongelt pathions, 
but yet can have no operation upon 
mine 3 I have received it with my lite, 
and it cannot be extinguiſhed but by my 
death, To anſwer you, Alcander , re- 
plied Celintha, I have only to ſay the 
ſame things over again,. which you have 
ſaid to me, with this difference, that al- 
though the paſſion which I have for Do- 
rilas, 1s not leſs violent than that which 
' you have for me, yet it is much moreun- / 
fortunatez for loved Dorilas, I had the 
conſent of my Parents, was beloved 
| again 


The Charafter of Love, 77 


azain by him, and cruel Fortune hath 
thrown my Lover into ſo extream a po- 
verty, that although I might obtain him 
: in this condition with the conſent of my 
po Friends, yet I ſhould never be able to 
gain his own conſent. If you love me 

| enough to defire me without deſert, and 
| without bzauty : Dorilas loves me too 
much to deſire to poſſeſs me, when I 
malt go contrary to my duty, and facri- 
fce my (elf to his bad Fortune 3 bat that 

which grieves me moſt, is to fee vs all 

three involved in an incxtricable misfor- 

tunz. You can never obtain what you 

love, and if Fortune {hould do a miracle 

for the ſake of Dorilas, by reſtoring him 

wherewithal to obtain me from my Re- 

lations, can I give my felt to him, and 

refuſe at the ſame time ſo generous a Per- 

ſon as you are ? No, no, Alcander, | can- 

not give my lelt to either 5 | equally hate 

Treachery and Ingratitude 3 Dorilas (hall 

have my Love, but you (hall have my 

Elteem and Gratitude, We muſt then, 

ſaid he, yield to the ſeverity of our Fates : 

I muſt loſe you and leave you 3 as unfor- 
tunate as | am, I ſhall never rcpent the 

baving, loved you, and thele excellent 
thoughts, which at the ſame time decla- 
D 4 xcd 
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red to me both. our misfortunes, do but 
increaſe the eſtcem which I have for you. 
I will obcy this fatal power, which ha- 
ving tyed me to you, does now ſeparate 
me from you for ever. If my abſence 
carnot cure me, yet | ſhall have this ad- 
vantage from an inviocible inclination, 
that it will guard me from all other en- 
gagements, which though they may be 
amore happy, yet can never be ſo glori- 
ous, .as that inclination which engages 
me to the moſt lovely. and moſt generous 
Perſon in the World, After having ſpo- 
ken theſe words , he leaves hcr, and 
takes the moſt pathonate Farewel that 
ever was known, Celintha afflicted 
with the loſs of that little Beauty which 
* Nature had beftowcd upon her, for Do- 
rilas his ſad condition, and for A4lcan- 
der*'s {orrow, was reſolved to leave the 
Converſation of the World, and to paſs 
the reft'of her days in a religious Retire- 
. ment. Alcander being able no more to 
pretend to Celintha, ſeeing himſelf preft 
by his Parents, and by the firong Rea- 
{ons of Honour and Decency, not to ſuf- 
fer ſo great a Name as his to be loſt, could 
not avoid hearkening to ſome Propofiti- 


ons of Marriage, His Father being 86+ 


turn- 
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turned, as imperious as he was, would 
not notwithſtanding impoſe upon 'his 
iz- f choice 3 for he believed that his Son 
ite | would at lalt maſter a paftion that was 
ej without hope, and being born with a 
d- great deal of courage, he would do no- 
mz | thing which was unworthy of his Birth.. 
= | He ſaw great advantages in making a 
De Match with Philiſmena, but he was alſo 
« very much diſguſted with the ſelfiſh and. 
's difficult ways of proceeding which he ob=. 
Ss {ſerved in her Relations. Alcander, not= 
* withitanding the great efteem he had for: 
4 Philiſmena, was refolved not to oppoſe. 
the inclination which ſhe had for Lifidor 3 


he thought it beſt to turn all his thoughts 
towards Roſolinda, whoſe extraordinary 
Beauty, even at the time when he loved: 
Celintha, had made ſtrong imprefhon 
upon his mind. Roſolinda was returned 
to Paris, and had entertained in het ſelt 
ſomething beyond a bare eſteem for Al- 
cander. Polydamis and Olympia, who 
had very much better'd their Eſtate, and 
the hopes of their Houſe, by their long, 
living in the Countrey, and: the ttpot- 
*ant Services they had done for the State, 
reſolved to make a Journey to Courts. 
And that they might by their preſence: 
D: 5, | andi 
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and endeavours contribute to the ſetling 
of Alcander, they departed almolt at the 
ſame time with Philiſmena, whoſe Pa» 
rents carried her up with them to chule 
for her a Match which might anſwer 
their Ambition : there it was that Al- 
cander received news from Sweden of Li- 
fidors Condition and Fortune, which he 
informed Philiſmena of, together with 
his Riſe in that Court, and the admira- 
ble progreſs which he made in Military 
Employments. He received there alſo 
Letters from Lifidor in particular, both 


for himſclf and for- Philiſmena, and by an | 


exa& and faithful Correſpondence, he 
privately kept up this kind Commerce 
of Letters, which ſerved to increaſe the 
inclination they had for each other. 
Madonte, to whom Lifidor wrote from 
t.me to time, to amuſe her Hopes, and 
to make her Jealouſie ſleep, having ſur- 
priſed one of the Letters which Liſfidor 
ent to Philiſmena by the hands of Alcan- 
der, had ſo violent a concern for it, that 
ſhe would have revealed all, had ſhe not 
fea' ed for her (elf the Conſequences of fo 
 dangerovs a diſcovery, To revenge her 
{elf without davger therefore, ſhe ,has 


recourſe to this Artitice,ſhe makes a falſe 
diſ- 
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diſcovery- to one of her Friends, who 
ſhe knew was under great tyes of Friend- 
ſhip to. Lifidor upon many important ac- 
compts. She makes him believe that 
Philiſmena loved Alexander, and that ab- 
ſence had abſolutely baniſhed from her 
mind .the favourable thoughts that ſhe 
formerly had for Lifidor. She prepares 
this Impoſture with a great deal of art, 
and gives it all the Colours which might 
render it probable. This Friend of Li- 
fidor, who had for him a hearty and im- 
petuous zeal, writ to him the ſame day 
in 'texms capable of alarming the moſt 
incredulous mind. The remoteneſs and 
Fortune of Philiſmena, the merit and 
quality of Alcander, were powerful rea- 
ſons to gain Liſidors belict 3 that which 
ſcrved to convince him throughly was, 
that Madonte her felt had infinuated it in 
her Letters to him, pretending not to 
exphain her ſelf fully, that ſhe might not 
render her ſelf ſuſpicious, which tor- 
mented him without intermiſſion. Impa- 
tient to clear them himſelf, he ſeeks for 
ſome favourable opportunity to return 
into his own Country 3 but not finding 
any, he begs the' King of Sweden's 


leave, with a great deal of importunity, 
. . and 
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and tells him the true reaſons of his 
Journey 3 but that they might be con- 
cealed from others, he delired that he 
would pleaſe to contrive ſome pretext 
of a Negotiation which he might ma- 
nage privately with the King his Maſter, 
and which being. plauſible enough, al- 
though the ſucceſs might be of no great 
conſequence, might ſerve for an excuſe 
of his Journey, and might make him 
appear in his own Country with the 
honourable marks of his Truſt, The 
King of Sweden, who loved him ex- 
treamly, granted his defire, but made 
him promiſe a quick return as a recom= 
pence of this kindneſs to him 3 Lifidor 
being arrived -in the Court ct France, re- 
mained there ſome time without making, 
himfelf known 3, his reſtleſs Paſſion car- 
ricd him immediately to ſeek for ſome 
light from Madonte, whom he viſited 
ſecretly. Madonte compleated the poi- 
foning his mind with falſe relations, 
which her Jealouſie inſpired ler with, 
and which ſhe ſpoke with ſo great a 
diſturbance of mind , that that alone: 
might eaſily have undeceived him, had 
he not been powerfully prepoſſelt by his: - 
doubts and his fears, The King in the 
Pts 
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private Audiences he gave him, fthewed 
that he had a pleaſure in ſeeing and 
hearing him, he obſerves in him a 
ſtrength of Wit, and in all his perſon an 
Air of Modeſty and Greatneſs joyned to- 
gether, which obtained in him a very ad- 
vantagious Opinion of his Vertue and 
Courage, and which made him reſolve to 
bind him to his Court by an honourable 
Chain. Roſolinda, whoſe Beauty and 
Vertue made ſo great a noiſe, was a ve- 
ry proper means for the cffecting of his 
detign. Lifidor, who now no more 
doubted of the change of Philiſmeng, 
and who believed that the incquality of 
Fortune and Quality which {he had (6 
lately ſeen betwcen them, was the true 
cauſe of it, was rcfolved to vindicate his 
Honour by ſccomuding the Kings Intenti- 
ons, Neither the Inciinatior he had for 
Philiſmena, nox th: Engag. inent which 
was upon him to the King of Sweden 
his BencfaQtor, conld divert him. from 
this thought, He ſacrificcd cvery. thing 
to the plcaſure he ſhuuld have of tri- 
umphing over Alca:4.r, by whom he 
thought himſelf b.ixuyed, and to inſult 
over the Incon{tancy of Philiſmena, In 
the mean while Philiſmena being mortal- 


ly 
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ly afflicted for the Error that Liſidor was * 
in, but too proud to take care to unde- 
ceive him, reſolved to watch him, and 
having heard he went often to viſit Ro- 
ſolinda, ſhe took it mortally to heart, for 
ſhe had fo tender a ſenſe of it joyned 
with fo infirm a temper of Health, that 
ſhe fell ſick, and her Life was deſpaired 
of -the very ' firſt day. Alcander, who 
| had for her a moſt tender Efteem, in- 
 cenſed at Lifidor for the unjuſt ſuſpicion 
which he had harboured of her and him- 
felf, and allaramed befides at the pre- 
tenſions which he made to Roſolinda, 
was juſt upon the point of chalenging 
him, and: of letting Ph:l;ſmena thereby 
have the pleaſure of ſecing her (clt vin- 
dicated before ſhe dyed. But being 
more concerned to do her good, than to 
revenge her Quarrel, he goes to Liſidor, 
* and without lofing time, reproaches 
him. an1 demands of him the reaſon of 
his Inconitancy. He tells him the con- 
dition wherein Philiſmena is, and the 
nced ſh: has of his athttance. Lrfidor 
being firuck with a ſudden fſurprize, and 
a deadly Grict, forgetting his laft Jea- 
 Joukie and Indiznation, feels the ſleeping 
Paſſion which he had for Philiſmena a- 
waken'd 
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waken'd, throws himſelf at the feet of ' 


Alcander, and begs pardon for his Error 
then immediately railing himſelf, let us 
go, ſaid he, dear Alcander, let us go to 
relieve Philifmena, or to dye with her. 
They were no ſooner entred her Houſe, 
but Alcander ſent her notice thar ſhe 
might be prepared for the fight of Lifi- 
dor. At this: Meſſage there appeared 
through the thick Palenefs which cover- 
ed the Face of the ſick Phzliſmens, - to 
efcape ſome Rays of Hope and Foy. 
All thoſe who were in the Rome re- 
tired, to give her the opportunity of a 
free Converſation with Lifidor. Mas 
donte alone being troubled and ſtruck 
dumb did not know at firft what courſe 
to take 3 ſhe could not bear the Preſence 
of Liſidor, who being juft upon the 
point of juſtifying and clearing himſelf, 
would diſcover the Cheat which had 
made him to ſuſpe& the Innocence and 
Faithfulncſs of Philiſmena, and being al- 
ſo preſt with 'remorſe of Conſcience, 
fhe was temp:ed to declare all publickly, 
and to leſf-:1 the Crime, accuſe her felf 
whil(t ſhe was in this uncertainty, Li- 
fidor approached the B:d wherein Philiſ- 
mejie lay in a ſirange diſorder, which in- 
creaſed 


85 TheChara@er of Love.. 


creaſed at the fight of the terrible 
Change he obſerved in her Looks. It 
is I then, ſaid he, who have brought 
you into ſo deplorable a Condition, I 
who am not able to repay with the lols 
of my Life, the Goodneſs you have had 
for me ! Noz no, cryed out Madonte, 
with a Voice which ſhewed her Grief, 
and the violence of her Deſpair, it is I, 
{aid ſhe, addreſling her (elf to Philiſmene, 
it is I alone, who have been cauſe of Li- 
fidors Crime, and who have brought 
you into this miſerable condition 3. it 
was my jealous Rage, which made you 
to paſs for unfaithful in the mind ,of 
Lifidor : there is no kind of Torment 
great enough to puniſh my Treachery.. 
' She ſpoke theſe words with fo loud 
a Voice, that they were heard into the 
next Chamber, where the Motacr of 
Philiſmene was, 10 returning into her 
Daughters Chamber, found !.7:donte in 
a Weakneſs which took awiy both Mo- 
tion and Speecl: from her. Sie ordered. 
her to be carried into he: own Cham- 
ber, and after having krown the-caufe 
of ſo great a d:!order, the leaves our 
two Lovers in a tull free:om of Conver= 
 fation, It was then, ſaid Philiſmene, 
with 
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with a Voice weakned by her Sickneſs, 
the Jealouſic of Madonte which has been 
the cauſe of all my Misfortunes, and I 
(hall at laſt have this content in dying, 
that it is not to you alone that the grief 
which kills me is to be imputed. Oh 
Lifidor ! could you give credit to the 
relations of a ſuſpicious and an intereſted 
Perſon ? How could. you believe that TI, 
who loved you at a time*'when you had 
nothing to recommend you but your 
Perſon, and at a vaſt diſtance removed 
from me, ſhould ceaſe loving you at a 
time when the Reputation of your Name 
and Employments render you more a- 
miable, and that a glorious Elevation 
does bring you nearer to an Equality 
with me ? Could you mifirult me in {o 
favourable a Conjuncure ? I ſee your 
Repentance in your Tears, It is enough 
Lifidor, comfort your (elf for the loſs 
of a Lite which did belong to you, but 
which naturally could not laſt long. I 
was born with too tender a Health, tho 
Heaven gave me a Heart to love you al- 
ways, yet it has given me a.Lite which 
cannot be of long continuance, No- 


'thing, replied Lifidor, can leflen my 


Crime or my Gricf, ſhould 1 have 
haſten'd 
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haſten'd your Death but a minute 3 .a 
Life like mine, no not my whole Life, 
can repay one minutes loſs of fo preci- 
ous a Lite as yours, Oh Heavens ! un- 
juſt Heaven-! jealous Fortune ! hold cri- 
ed Philiſmene in raiſing her Voice, do 
not draw down upon you the vengeance 
of that Soveraign Power which diſpoſes 
of us, do not diſturb theſe laſt fnoments 
which ſeem happy enough to me, ſince 
they reſtore me all your Elicem and 
all your Kindneſs, What a Reconcilia» 
tion, cryed Lifidor, is this, which reu- 
nites our Hearts only to ſeparate them 
again with more cruelty ? His Grict had 
gone on further, if having ſtill ſome 
hopes of the life of Phili/mne, he had 
not feared her Sickneſs would have in- | 
creaſed by a longer Converſation 3 he 
calls her Women, reſtores her into their 
hands, and conjures them to double 
their Care of her. Liſi4or was fcarce 
gone out of the Chamber before (he re- 
lapſed into a Weakneſs which proved 
mortal, and (he being full of the Image 
of Lifidor, ſeeks him round her Bed with 
diſtracted and dying Eyes, and imagin- 
ing (he ſaw him, the dire&ecd her laſt 

tarcwells 
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.-2 F farewells to him with ſo tender and 
ite, moving a Languiſhment, that it almoſt 
Cl- JF killed with grief and pity all thoſe that 
in- J heard her. 
Ce So ſoon as Liſidor had heard of the 
do Þ Death- of Philiſmene, he was fo af- 
c© | flidtcd at it, that looking upon him- 
© I} {elf as the principal occation of this 
is | Misfortune, he abhorred himſelf, he 
-c | would no more ſee any budy, and 
1 | think of nothing but removing from 
i- | all that can put him in- mind of his | 
'- | Loſs or of his Crime, he begs the [ 
q King to give him his Audience , of 
1 Leave in -private, and to diſpenſe 
- | with his appearance at Court in the 
diforder he was in. The King not- 
: withſtanding this Reſolution which he 
had taken of having him near his 
Perſon, could not refuſe him this Re- 
| queſt, 

Alcander) having given ſome time 
to his Gricf for the Loſs which he 
had ſuffered of his Illuſtrious Friend, 
being preſt very much by his Re- 
lations to chuſe a Match amongſt all 
thoſe propoſed ,, choſe Roſolinda, and 


having obtained her, he endeavoured 
| to 
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comfort himſelf for_ the Death © 
Philiſmene, and the Retirement of Ce 
liatha, by the Poſlcihion . of a Beau- 


ty which was far beyond the © 
ther's, 


D —_— 


bk ndd 
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The Second 


HISTORY. 


N the tempeftuous Times which were 
in- France, when the-Princes\of Bower 
bon, being fallen from the Greatneſs and 
Priviledges due to-their Bixth, the Howſe 
of Guiſe, and the Howſe of Montmarency, 
raiſed tothe higheſt Dignitics, gave a na- 
tural birth to fo many KacRtions and Fea», ' 
louſies, the natural Springs of fatal 
Changes, aud great Revolutions. | Theſe 
Troubles were maintained and augment-- 
ed by the ſudden. and precipitate Death 
of Henry the'II. who after having given 
Peace to France, was unfortunately killed 
in-a Turnament by Montgomery, The 
Weakneſs of - Francis the 11. and after 


Þ} wards the Minority of Charlef*the IX. 


the Jecaloufies about the Government, 


$ between the Princes of the Bloud, thoſe 


of - Guiſe, the Conſtable, and Qween pr 
- ih the- 
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therine de Medicis, raiſed new Diſturban- 
ces, ' Which at laſt brake out into a Civil 
War. Yet amongſt theſe Difſentions, 
in the midſt of theſe Fires which were 
kindled in all Parts, Lovedid kindle 
many others, as it Heaven had a mind 
thereby to unite Hearts, as Ambition en- 
deavour'd to divide them. The Paſſion 
which Henry the II. had for Diana Dutch- 
eſt of Valentinois, is very well known :; 
He was more imployed about this Love, 
than the Laws of his Kingdom, and this 
Dutcheſs was ſeen to have ſo-great a pow- 
er with the King, that the Duke of Gmiſe, 
ſought in her Alliance the ſureſt founda- 
tion of his Greatneſs, and the Conſtable 
could find only in 'the ſame Alliance, 
wherewith' to: balance the Intereſt- of' his 
. Competitor, Theſe two Rivals , with 
the hazard of making themſelves odious 
to the Publick, were reſolved -to unite 
with the Bloud of Diana, whom the 'Co- 
vetoulneſs of poſſciling the Government: 
and Riches, had render'd odibus to-all: 
France. | The Duke of Aumale, a Brother 
to the Duke of Giſe, marricd one of her 
Daughters, one of her Neeces being mar- 


ried alſo to the Lord of Argile, the Cans 


ſtables ſecond Yon 3 'Diana in ſo great a' 
Polt 


The Chara@er of' Love, 93 | 


Poſt giving her (elf wholly up. to the 
Pleaſures of. the Court, which a Favour 
without bounds had furmſhed her with 
in abundance , inſpired every where an 
Air of Gallantry, and drew all the World 
after her by her Example. This I 
thought fit to premiſe, to give ſome Idea 
of the Genizs of that Court, and of the 
ſpirit of the Scene where the Adventure 
happened, which I ani going to relate. 
Two Gentlemen .of Quality , united 
by an ancient Friend({hip, and for along 
time having,cſpouſed the Intereſt of the 
Royal Family of the Bewrbons, were del(i- 
rous to find a new occalion of uniting 
their Families more firmly, by the Mar- 
riage of their two Children, whom Hea- 
ven ſeemed to have made for each other : 
The ofie had a Son whoſe Name''was 
Ota, and the other a Daughter'called 
Henrietta. | ; 
- Oftavizs was born with a Phyhiognomy 
which gave great Hopes, and with. too 
hne Features and Complexion for: Per- 
ſon of; his Sex- *_His Beauty, ' increaſed 
with: tfis:Age, : without his having any of 


' thoſe Faults which commonly accompany 


Beauty in Men. . He: avoided with' great 
care, all that might make jt-be' thought 
Lt ; of 


ft v# % 


pr" 
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of him , that he. affe&ed the looking: 


handſom , or that he flatter'd himſelf 


with being ſo. But there appeared in. 


him with his finene(ſs of Feature, a noble 
and charming Greatneſs, and a meen of 
Quality. 

Henrietta was born. with an extraordi- 
nary Beauty, and that which ſhe had of 
ſingular, was a kind of a tender and lan- 
guiſhing Air, which was equivalent to 
the moſt ſparkling Vivacity. This lan=- 
guiſhing way of hers, was neither fear- 
fula*\s nor weakneſs, but an agreeable 
impreſfion of the ſweetneſs of her: mind, 
which manifeſted it {elf in her face, 'and 
did not want a firmneſs and greatneſs of 
| —_— which nothing was able to 

ke 


Henrietta, and ſuch @ one as their Pa- 


rents would doubtleſs wiſh for one day, 


tounite them: by Marriage. In order to 
Prepare them for this Union, Heaven had 
given to each for the other fo violent''an 


Inclination, that no Hiſtory can» give' a | 
more ſingular and great-Example of this 


| fort of! Love. This was' not- all: . The 


With this Equality of Birth, Quality; 1 
and Merit, it was not difficult to torm a | 
perfect Intelligence between Ofavine and 


Death : 
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Death of the Mother of Henrietta, ſerved 


very much to keep up and fortifhe this 
happy Sympathy. Her Father, whom 
we ſhall here call Gaſton, which was his 
proper Name, although he moſt com- 
monly lived in the Countrey, would not 
leave his Daughter there 3 and fo ſoon as - 
he ſaw himſelf ford to follow the 
Court, to manage all opportunities of 
ſaving his Party, in a time when two 
powerful Fa&ions were in a continual 
motion, he carried her thither with her 
Governeſs, and put her into the hands 
of Ofiavius his Mother. Henriettz was 
now entring into her 8th, year, and Oda» 
vius was very near the fame Ape. 

So ſoon as they met, there did not ap- 


.- pear in their Faces that reſerved and cold 


air ,, which is commonly obſerved in 
Children , at the. firſt fight of Perſons 


"they do not know : There was no need 


of the Govern:ur and Governeſs taking 
care to teach them mutual civility : a ſud- 
den motion, a haſty attrattion puſhes 
them forwards towards one another: hey 
run to ſalute, and toembrace cach other 


* like Friends, who had been acquainted 
for a long time. TI need not tell you, by 


how many ſenfible figns, and by. what a 
| E COn- 
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conformity of opinions, thoughts -and 
delircs, they made appear every moment 
the «ffe&s of this wonderful Sympathy 3 
they did ſo reſemble in mind and' in 
heart, that the moſt exact Picture could 
leſs reſemble its Original; ſo that the 
World was apt to believe , that that 
which was only the effe& of a natural In+ 
clination, was rather that of a ftudied 
Imitation. There was no difficulty in 
making them agree in their Pleafures and 
Diverſions : .The firſt of them who na- 
med the Diverſion, was followed with- 
out helitation by the other 3 for when 
one ſhewed to have a mind to any thing, 
there was always found in the other an 
implicit complyance. There was not to 
be found between them, thoſe Jealouſies 
which are uſually ſcen between Chil 
dren, about the Preſents, Carcfles, or 
Praiſes, which are given to them 3 the 

put them off from one to the other with 
a becoming and fincere modeſty, whe 

they vyed intheir application to the Stu 

dies which were common to them both, 


as HiRory and Geography. This emu 


 .cion was not the effect of the defire of 
the one to go beyond the other, but of « 
violent dofire of each to become the more 
amiable unto the oiher, It 


—— << + .mo. ion Tora. fo coo To. __ 
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It may be ealily judged by the things 
that I have now ſaid, what a trouble it 
was to them, when the different imploy- 
ments of a different Sex forced them to 
part, and what trouble they underwent 
by ſuffering the ſhorteſt abſence, and by 
the impatience they had of ſeeing each 
other again. : 

So ſoon ab they paſs'd their Childhood, 
Age had given to Henrietta more light to 
know her ſelf, and that that Inclinarion 
which was diſguiſed under the mask of a 
bare Friendſhip, made it ſelf be felt as a 
dangerous Paſſion : That Reaſon which 
{he had ſupported by a becoming Ba(hful- 
neſs which uſually accompanies the fair 
Sex, made her apprehend the diforders 
which commonly follow the greateſt Paſ- 
fions. Although hers was allowed by 
her. Parents , yet ſhe thought that ſhe 
- ought to retrench a litt'e that great fami- 
liarity ſhe had with her Lover, and con- 
form her felt to the decency of an Age, 
which rcquired a more reſerved and cau- 
tious Behaviour. But all theſe Reflecti- 
- ons were of very little effect, againlt rhat 


& OF Tnclination which carried her away COn- 


{| tinually towards OFavius 3 ſo that her 
Governels, for this Reaſon, was fuiced 
E 2 to 
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to make uſe of all the ſeverity of her Lef- 
ſons, and her Authority z and OGaviw 
who owcd a patt of his time, tq the Ex- 
erciſcs which his Age call'd him to, was 
forced, againſt his will, todeprive himſel 
of the ples ſure which he had of ſecing hit 
at all hours, They could comfert the! 
{elves ſometimes with the joy whic 
they had, of ſecing each other trom tim 


- - to time, and by the certain hopes « 


their Marriage, which their Parents ver 
carne(tly withed for, and only waited fo 
a favourable opportunity to accomplili 
- But obſerve to how many Changes thei 
Fortune was expoſed, by the Tye 
which it had with that of the State, T 
Prince of Conde, who was of an urquic 
ſtirring humour, and capable of unde 
taking any thing, in order to gratife 
revenge, and to make himſfelt 1ti]] great( 
having rendred himfelt ſuſpected byt 
height of this Fortune, and by his Ge 
duct, to have a ſhare in a'] the Conm 
tions which the Hugonots had ſtirred 
in the State'z and eſpecially the Conf 
14: y of Ambeys provoked Katherine de | 
Cicis,, and the Princes of Lorrain, {ol 
ag i li him, that they thought after x 
' ny unceitain and unſctled Dcliberatic 
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it was abſolutely neceſſary to be rid of 
© him, to ſecure the King's Authoriry, and 
the Conſtitution of the Government. To 
effe&t ſo difficult and ſo dangerous a = 
'ter, many Artifices were made uſe of : 
They reſolved to hold a general Aﬀſeng! tn 
of the three Eſtates, and to draw 
Princes of the Blood thither, who were 
retired from Court. There were very 
favourable Declarations publiſht, which 
JalFd aflecp the Suſpicions of the Great 
ones, and quietcd the minds of the Gon- 
ſpirators, The Princes of Bourbon, and 
the Conſtable, being called to the States 
by the King's Writ , promiſed to go, 
but prolonged the time by falſe preten» 
ces and frivolous excules, the King ma- 
king them be preit by the Count de Cruf- 
ſol, and the Mirſhal de St. Andre, aud 
eſpecially by the Mrſp.il de Termes, who 
e raiſed an Army, and threatned he would 
ary make them obcy by force of Arms, the 
refolution which they had taken to bc- 
lieve only their own Judgment , which: 
continually filled them wich invincible 
diftrufts, is at laſt ſhaken, The Cardinal 
of Bourbon, a Prince who was a Fricnd to 
Peace, and a mortal Enzmy of FaQions 
and Noyelties,. having at length gained 

3 them, 
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them, the King of Navarr and the Prince 
of -Boxrbon depart from Bearn, and come 


fo Orleans, where the States were afſem- h 
bied. There are immediately new || © 
| 
| 


EE: :srds put upon the King of Navarr, to 
ut Necure of him, and the Prince of Conde 
is arreſted and condemned to loſe his 
Life : What were the Alarms of Of@a- 
7ius and Henrietta, to ſce the Heads of 
their Party in the hands of their Ene- 
mies, and in Dangers that were inevi- 
| table ? but allo what was the joy which 
ſucceeded theſe crucl Afﬀictions, when 
the ſudden Death of Francis the 24, re- 
ltorcd liberty to the Prince of Conde, (afe- 
ty to the King of Navarr, and hopes to 
- all thoſe ot their Party ? In the Conjun- 
Cture cf fo favourable a Revolution, OFa- 
vius prcfies his Marriage , the Parents 
Conſent and all was diſpoſed for the ſa- 
tisfaction of our two Lovers, when the 
accompliſhment of it was ſuſpended by 
the Impatience of the Princes, who now 
thought of nothing but their Intereſt, 
which was without delay to make a good 
uſe of fo advantagious an opportunity, 
and to ſeize immediately upon the Power 
of the Government. The King of Navarr .} 
ſcnds the Father of Offavics to the Con- | 


flo 
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ftable, who was abſent, to ſtir up his di- 
ligence, and: to haſten the helps which 
he expected from the ſtability and wiſ- 
dom of his Councels. On the other fade, 
the Prince of Conde burning with the de- 
ſire of revenging himſelt, and making 
uſe in order thereto of the Hxgonot Facti- 
on , which was ſtirring almoſt 1n all 


' Parts of the Kingdom, tends the Father 


of Henrietta to the chicfett of the Party, 
to keep up their heat, and to make it 
break out upon occation, Things being 
In this condition , imagine it you can, 
the Trouble OFavics and Henrietta were 
in, whoſe tenJer minds, afflicted by the 
preſent Diforders, were yet more ſo by 
the Fears of a more terrible futurity, 
What, (aid they to each other, mult the 
fate of our Love tollow the Revolutions 
of State? and mutt our happineſs depend 
upon a calm, which ſo many different 
Intercks render almoſt impotlible ? The 
Jealoufic of two powerful Fadtions, the 
Ambition of the Queen, wag was refolv- 
&d to preſerve a Soveraignty and an In- 
dependance in her Government of the 


_ King and Kingdom, the juſt pretenſions 


of the Princes of Bour59n, who by the pri- 
viledpes of their Biood, ought to h ve 
E 4 ih: 
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the greateſt ſhare in the adminiſtration. 
of Afairs, during the King's Minority, 
the credit of the Houſe of Lorrain, whom 
a lovg poſſeſſion of the principal Digni- 
tics of the State, had made more obſtinate 
to preſerve the haughtineſs of the Dake of 
Guiſe, who knew himſclf to have a 
greatneſs of mind ſo proper for Come 
mand : the couragious vertue of the Con- 
ſtable, who without intermithon uſed all 
his Endeavours for the publick good, 
without ſuffering himſelt to be corrupted 
by the Friendſhip he owed to the Princes 
-of the Blood his Allies, nor by the Has 
tred which he bare to the Princes of Lor- 
rain his Rivals, and his declared Ene» 
mics. Add to this, the zeal for the Pro- 
ceftant Religion : How many Obſtacles, 
faid the forrowful Henrietta, in that 
knguiſhing tone which rendred her voice 
fo lweet and tender ? how many Obſta» 
cles, ſaid ſh2, do oppolec this Calm: fo 
much wiſhed for, which contributing ſo 
much to the ſafety of the State, ought 
to be the height of our Wilkes ? Do our 
Parents ferve the Princes with fo much” 
paſſion, that they cannot be allowed to: 
give themſelves a moment of reſt to ac- 
compliſh our Happineſs ?But why, added 


&5 
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ſhe, ſhould we complain of our Fate? ' 
Is it not enough. for us, that Heaven has 


poured into our hearts that perte& har- 
mony which makes the happineſs of Lo- 


. vers? Oh Madam, cried out Ofavius ! 


do you count the poſſeſſion of that which 
one loves nothing ? and does there want 
any thing towards that conformity of 
thoughts and deſires which ought to be 
between us, to anſwer to this mutual in- . 
clination? Let us equally wiſh for what 
may render us equally happy : All that 
comforts us, is to ſce that the Diſorders 
of the State which retard our Happineſs, 
cannot ſeparate us afunder, becauſe' my 
Father and yours are of .the (ame Party, 
my Father belonging to the King of Na- 
varr, yours to the Prince of Conde 3, for 
who can ever ſeparate two Brothers, uni=- 
te: with fo many Tyes of Blood, Friend- 
ſhip and Honour ? 

Whilſt our Lovers flatter'd themſelves 
thus, the Prince of Conde who. could not 
remain in a quiet condition, whilſt he 
ſaw himſelj kept at a dittance from the 
Place , which he thought belonged to. 
him by the right of his Birth, and the 
greatneſs of his Courage, ſceing himſelf 


{econded by Admiral Chaſtillon ,- made - 
E 4 kim- 
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himſelf Protector of the Hugonots, whoſe 
Number and Pewer increaſed daily. 
This Prince being bred up in the Do- 
arine of Calvin; and full of that Spirit of 
Independency and Rebellion, which ani- 
mates his Followers, endeavours in vain 
to get to his Party the Conſtable and the 
King of Navarr. The tuft being fixt in 
the Religion of the State, and of his 
Anceſtors, who bragged of their being 
the firſt Chriſtians, hearkned to nothing 
againſt his Duty 3 the other, whoſe un+ 
ſteady Belief was at laſt fixt in that of 
the Roman Catholicks, condemns aloud 
that which the Church of Rome has con- 
demn:d, and takes her Part. Qucen 
Fane his Wife endeavonred to make him 
change his Reſolution, but he judged 
that for a Prince, who might pretend 
to the Crown, the Religion of our 
Kings was the caficſt way to it. 

This refoluticn of the King of Navar, 
which united him with the Duke of 
Guiſe and the Conftabl=, although it 
was grounded upon plautible reaſons 
and pretcnces, did notwithſtanding. a- 
ftonith all the World, ſurprife the Poli- 
ticks of our Courtiers, throw confuſion 
into the Hugonot Party, and indignation 


into 
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into the mind of the Prince of Conde, 
and eſpecially ſtruck the hearts of Ofa- 
vius and Henricttz with the moſt mortal 
ſtroak that they could ever receive, 
They immediatcly ſaw that their Sepa- 
ration mult neceſſarily follow the Diviſi- 
on of the two Brothers. In cf, 
Gaſton Father to Henrietta, who though 
bred up a Romanz Catholick, yet had 
no other Religi:n but that of his Ma- 
ſter, or rather that which ſuited beſt 
with his Ambition, a man full of the 
Spirit and Character of his Party, that 
is to ſay, fiery and impetuous, thinks 
immediately of withdrawing his Daugh- 
ter out of the hands of the Mother of 
Ocavics, He goes to her Houſe, and 
having found Ofaviu with Henrietta, 
Ofavins, (aid he abruptly, all commerce 
muſt be broken beeween you and my 
Daughter 3 Heaven and Love had given 
her to you, an1 1 had detigned her tor 
you my ſelf; but the King of Navarre 
out of a weak and ambitious Policy, 
ſuffering his Eyes to be dazled with the 
proſpect of a Crown, although he fees 
it but afar off, ſacrihces, with diſtanr 
and doubttul hopes, his Party, his Ho- 
nour, and his Conſcience. This Prince 

in 
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in breaking with his Brother to joyn 
with his Enemy, has broken all the 
Bonds which tied my Houſe to yours 3 
more eſpecially, fince it is your Father 
. -who ( being one of his greateſt Favou- 
rites ) has ciicfly contributed to- 
wards this Re-union, and thereby has 
declared himfclf the greateft of our E- 
nemies. 1 will give you no advice 
which may make a breach between the 
Son and the Father, every one ought in 
the Intereſts of a Party or Religion, -to 
follow his own Reaſon. or his Pretenſi- 
ons. I ſhall only ſay, that if you love 
my Daughter, Love is able to do all 
things in ſo great a Heart as yours, and 
ought to ſet you above the weakneſs of 
common Men. I give you the reſt of 
this day to think of it. I have alſo. bu- 
lineſs of my own to look after, and Or- 
' ders from the Prince of Conde to cxe- 
cute unto the Queen, fo I mult leave 
| you in the mean while to take your Re- 
folution. - 

Our two. Lovers overwhelmed by a 
Diſcourſe which threatned them with 
an incvitable Separaticn, asked each o0- 
ther, in a Language mixed with Sighs 


ad. Lcars, what courſe was to be ta- 
ken. 
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ken in this horrible extremity of Afﬀairs. 
It is now dear Ofavizs, {aid the diſcon- 
folate Henrietta to him, with 4 mortal 
Grief, that we muſt part for ever. Yes, 
for ever, replied Ofavis, in a Tone 
which even pierced the Heart of Henri= 
etta, but what miracle can ever unite 
Intereſts which are fo oppolite to each 
other ? If hitherto your Father by the 
little zeal he had for his Religion, ſuf- 
fered you to be bred up a Roman Ca- 
tholick by your Mother, at preſent that 
he is thus carried away with zeal for the 
Hugonot Religion, will he ever ſuffer 
his Daughter to be of another? and I, 
whoſe Birth and Inclination have made 
me of your Religion 3 muſt I change, if 
you are forced to change your Religion ? 
Nothing Oftavinz, replied Henrietta, can 
make me change either my Religion or 
my Love, both come to me from Hea- 
ven, and that perfc& Sirr.pathy which is 
between us, inſpiring us with che fame 
thoughts, anſwers me for your Con- 
ſtancy, and it is, cried out Ofavizs, that 
which makes the greateſt of our Misfor- 
tunes, and which expoſes us to the vi- 
elence of our Parents. We owe them 


an Obcdicnce without any reſcrvation, 
and 
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and that ſupream Ppwer which Heaven 
gives them over us, engaging us in dit- 
ferent Partics, muſt moſt unmercitully 
deprive us of the Converſation of each 
other. Add to the mortal AfMiction I 
ſhall ſuffer by ceaſing to ſee you, all the 
Misfortunes which are natural Conſe- 
quences of Civil Broils. Bcing now of 
an Age to bear Arms, I may (perhaps) 
be forced to fight with our belt Friends, 
and it may be (I tremble at this terrible 
Thought, in the blind Fury of the 
Fights, the firſt firoak of my Sword 
may fall upon the Father of my dear 
Henrietta. 

In the mean time, whilf our tr Lo» 
vers diſcowſed of a matter which was 
ſo afflicting and forrowiu!, Katberine de 


Medicis was full of mortal Dilquict, and | 


took ſirange allarms ac the extracrdina- 
ry Union bcrwcen the King of Navarre ; 
and the Duke of Gziſe. This cunning 
and diftruliful @xcen judging others by +] 
her (elf, in:puted their Union to as dan= | 
gcrous a Policy as her own 3 and doubts ., 
cd not but that the Chiefs of the Party 
had promiſed each other mutual Af- 
ſiftance, to procure themſelves all the 
{hare they pretended to in the Govern» 
nicnt, 


p.E 


The Charatter of Lowe. I09 


ment. To break their Deſigns, ſhe 
thought it neceſſary to make uſe of the 
Counterpoiſe which ſhe had always done 
with fo much ſucceſs; that is to ſay, to 
balance the ſtrength of the two Parties, 
and hinder the one from weighing down 
the other, that ſhe might not be oppreſt 
by that Party which ſhould have the ad- 
vantage. 

In order to this, ſhe pretends to ma- 
nage a ſecret Corcſpundence with the 
contrary Party 3 ſh: exprefſes her (c1t 
concerning their Eclicts in abitious 
and ſuſpicious Terms, which made her 
own become doubrtul 3; ſhe confers with 
the moſt intimatc of the Prince of Conde's 
Councils, and makcs them advantagions 
Promifcs. She writes to hes Ambaſſa- 
. dors Letters which fcem to favour the 
Hugonots Region, and which allarm'd 
thc Court of Rome ſhe hearkens to the 
Propiutitions made to her by the Father 
of Henrietta, on the bchalt of the Prince 
of Conde. She does more, ſhe deſires 
the Fathcr of Henrietta to let his Daugh- 
- ter be one of her Maids of Honour, and 
promiſes him to procure her a very ad- 
vantagions Settlement. Gaſton accepts 
of the Offers made to him by the Queen 
Wil 
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with a great deal of joy, and tells her 
the may entirely diſpoſe of his Daughter, 
and that it was abſolutely neceflary to 
break the” Commerce which was be- 
tween her and Ofavius, and deſtroy the 
Friendſhip which they had contracted 
from "their Childhood 3; the Queen pro- 
miſes every thing for the ſake of the 
Complaiſance the would ſhew to one of 
the Favourites of the Prince of Cone, 
and for other private ends. For ſhe 
thought that ſhe might be able to bring 
over to her Party thoſe in whom {o ex- 
traordinary a Beauty as that of Henrietta 
might inſpire Love, the thought alfo 
the King being juſt entring into an Age 
which would enable him to feel this 
Paiſtion, it was fit to give him a Mi. irels, 
or at leaſt an Amuſement whicl1 ſhe conld 
| diſpoſe of, and fo prevent his engaging 
to any 2ther Beauty, wh fe Quality and 
Ambition might renew the Example of 
Dianz Dutcheſs ot Valentina, who was 
a long time her Rival in Authority and 
Greatneſs. 

The next morning Gaſt-n brings his 
Daughter to the Queco 3 and having in= 
formed her of the Intentions that Prin- 


ceſs had in relation 40 Ofavine, leaves 
her 
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her with her, greatly ſurpriſed that the 
Threats of her Father, which were to 
remove her into the Country for ever, 
ended in ſo honourable a Retreat, as this 
Relation to the Court, which Ieft her 
ſome hopes of ſeeing her Love ſfome- 
times, although ſhe ſhould not have the 
liberty of ſpeaking to him. Ofaviw's 
Joy was not leſs, but it was ſoon 
changed by the ſudden departure of his 
Father, who being obliged by the Or- 
ders he received trom the Ring of Na- 
varr to put himſelf at the Head of fome 
of his Forces to furprize a Town which 
was of the. Hugonot FaQion, was deft- 
rous to have his Son with him in this 
Expcdition, that he might inſtruct him 
in the Rudiments of War, 

Whileft Ofavins, who was not -leſs 
valiant than handſome, fignalized him- 
felf under his Fathers Command, Hen- 
rietta (hincd at Court, as much for her 
Vertue as for her Beauty, ſhe attracted 
the Eyes of all the World, and the King 
himſelf lookt upon her with an attenti- 
on which made the whole Court believe 
that what he felt for her might in time 
become a true Paſlion, 


Ofavius 
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Ofavius who had gained Reputation 
in this laſt Enterpriſe which his 
Father had executed with a great 
deal of Vigor, came back to Paris, and 
brought back with him from this little 
Carimpagn, which he had made, a certain 
maſculine and warlike Air, which with 
that natural Oreatneſs which accompani- 
ed his Beauty, did very much ſet him 
off. He came back by the Orders of his 
Farther to give an account of an Expcdi- 
tion to the King, which the King of 
Navarr had eatrutted him with.He made 
the Relation of all that had happened, 
with an aſſurance, and in terms which 
were beyond his Age and his Expcri- 
ence, The Queen who was preſent, 
h:ard him with pleaſure, and as (he 
made every thing of uſe to her own in- 
tereſt, (he thonght ſhe ought to gain a 
young Gentleman, who in the hilt tryal 
that way made of him, gave ſuch great 
hopes of his Wit and Courage. But it 
was allo of importance to her, nct to 
diſpleaſe the Father of Henrietta, ſhe |} 
therefore renewed the Prohibition 
which ſhe had made to Ofaviu not to 
ſpeak to her. It is true, that to corre 
the ſeverity of this Order, it was gp 

im 
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him in the ſweeteſt terms, and with 
thoſe flattering Promiſes wherewith ſhe 
was wont to amule thoſe ſhe thought fit 
to make uſe of, 

Oftavius not daring, immediately to 
offend againſt the Duty which he owed - 
to the Queen, anſwered exactly her In- 
tentions, but finding the Court filled 
with the Name of Henrietta, and the 
noiſe of her Conquelis, ſcring her be- 


fieged with a crowd of Lov: rs, and even 


diſtinguiſhed by the Comp laifanccs the 
King had for her, he could not hinder 
himſclf from being touched a little with 
Jealouſie, and from miſtruſting the con- 
{ftancy of Henrietta, and he thought that 
he could not overcome his Mittruſt, if 
he were not clcared, and affured of it 
by the mouth of his beautiful Miſtreſs. 
But what way was there to approach her, 
without being (cen in the great Light 
where ſhe {iood, nothing could hide him 
from fo many kyes, whether curious, 
amorous, or jealous 3 which notwith- 
ſtanding the violent defire he had 
to ſee Henrietta, at laſt made him ven- 
ture to paſs through. 

The Queen having at laſt by her skill 


baltanced the Power of the two _—_— 
an 
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and ſctled by this conduct her own li- 
berty, and that of her Children , goes 
out of Paris, and carries the King to 
Fountain bleau , to eaſe her {elf of the 
importunity of both FaGtions. 

The King. who as young as he was, 
had skill and penetration of mind, and 
by the example of the moſt skilful and 
cunning Queen that ever was, had learnt 
the Art of Difſembling, Diſguiſcd all his 
thoughts of her conduc, with which he 
was not too wc<ll fatished, The Partiali- 
ties and the Cabals which rent the E- 
ſtate, and which the Queen kept up 3 this 
Fealoufie of Authority which ſh2 would 
have entirely in her fclf, troubled him 
very much 3 bat not daring to mike it 
appear, to hide it the more, he att:cted 
a contented negle& of his Greatnel(s, and 
an carnelt purſuit of all ſorts of Diverlt- 
ons. Oae day having prepared a magni- 
fticent Hunting-match, where the Ladies 
were to allift on Horſe-back with a moſt 
glorious Equipage, and Henrietta bing 
of the Match, Ofavius thought , being 
adviled by a Lady that was his Friend, 
that his Face being handſom enough to 
diſguiic himſelf in Womans Cloaths, and 
very like a Siſter of his that was at Cn 
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he might dreſs himſclt like the other 
Ladies, only ccfiring his Silter to hide 
her (clt the Hunting-day, to give him 
the opportunity of patling for her. Al- 
though he was ſtartled at the ſhame he 
ſhould be in, it he were ſurprized in ſuch 
a diſguiſe, yet he was reſolved to hazard 

- every-Jthing for this ſatisfaction. Being 
- therefore thus diſguiſed, he goes not to 
the general Rendezvous with the others, 
but ſtays till the Chaſe was begun : The 

- Lady who accompanicd him, and affiit- 
ed him in this Stratagem, leaving him 
behind in a remarkable place, puts on 
her Horſe towards tze Company there 
to ſpeak with Henrietta, Having ap- 
proached her, ſhe leads her away inſenti- 
bly, and conduRs her to the place where 
OfFavius wa:ted for her with impatience. 
So ſoon as ſhe had perceived him, his 
diſguiſe did not at all make him un- 
known to her : At the firlt fight the dit- 
f-rcnt motions which were zailed in her 
heart appearcd in her Face , the {urprizal 
of the dilguiſe, and of fo untorclern a 
Meeting, the icar of having this mytic- 
1y dilcovcred, ard the joy of h.vingihe 
opportunity to converſe w3:!'; « Lover, 
Ofavin wholc n:ind was wholly poſictt 
with 
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with the pleaſure of ſceing the Perſon he 
loved fo near, without confidering the 
danger of his diſguiſe, and all the circum- 
ſtances of ſo dangerous an interview, 
throws himſelf at the feet of Henrietta, 
and abandoning himſelt to all that his 
paſſion inſpired him, he expreſſes to her 
the troubles which her removal from him 
had cauſed, and the diſorders of an amo- 
rous and a jealous heart, and at laſt re- 
quires from her new aſſurances of her 
Conftancy, Hexrietta makes him ſome 
ſoft reproaches for his Fears and his Jea- 
loufies, and ſays to him a hundred obli- 
ging things with that charming and in- 
nocent {weetneſs, that it fully perſwa- 
ded him, and affeced him very nearly. 
Whilft they were both thus taſting the 
particular Joys , which commonly pri- 
vate and ſtolen Converſations do afford 
to Lovers, two unknown young Gentle- 
men, who were invited to the Forreft by 
the noiſe of this Hunting, having per- 
ccived Ofiavius and Henrietta, and having 
taken them both for Women, were im-_ 
mcdiately ſeized with that indiſcreet cu» 
riolity which commonly accompanies im= 
prudent Youths. They alighted from 
their Horſes to approach them with the 
leſs 
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I-{s noiſe, but having looked upon them 
nearer, they were ſirucken the more with 
their beauty, Their ſurprize was fol- 
lowed by a violent diſturbance, which 
was cauſed by a confuſed mixture of fear, 
reſpet and delire, Full of an impetuous 
and giddy paſſion, which place and op- 
portunity had given riſe to in theſe two 
young hearts, they take a rcſolution of 
undertaking any thing. Hereupon they 
accolt our two Lovers with civility 
enough, but withal diſcovered a contt- 
dence which would not ſtop there : Ima» 
gine what aſtoniſhment Ofavius and Hen- 
reetta were in at ſo furprizing an accident z 
the different thoughts and motives which 
agitated their minds in fo ſtrange a Con- 
zunQure, cannot be cxpreſt, Henrietta 
immediately forcſces a thouſand dangers 
for her ſelf and her Lover, Ofavius (hakes 
too with horror and anger-After ſome dil- 
courſe, wherein theſe unknown Sparks 
intermingld flat ard groſs praiſes, ac- 
companicd with raillery, wherein they 
ſhewed a great deal of impudence, and 
little brecding, one takes Henrietta by 
the hand, and the other Ofavim telling 
them they muſt part, and make two Con- 
verſations by themfelves , to explain 
| | them- 
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themſelves with more liberty, and to 
taſte the ſweets of one to one alone. O- 
Gavits provoked by this Infolence, who 


{eemed to affe& the fears of another Sex, | 


the better to diſguiſe his own, could no 
. longer reſtrain himſelf; he falls upon the 
Sword of one of theſe raſh Youths, and 
having diſarmed him, attacks the other, 
who ſurprized and amazed at the cou- 
rage of Ofavius whom he took for a Wo- 
. man, did only parry in going back, but 
Ofavius preſled him ſo home, that he 
was forced at laſt to defend himſelf. The 
Combat was at laſt bloody 3 in the mean 
while he who was without a Sword, runs 
to his Piſtols, and returns again upon O- 
Gavius, who had already dangerouſly 
wounded his Adverſary. OGavins re- 
ceives a Piſtol-ſkot, which hurt him in 
the Arm, and without feeling his hurt, 
purſues his Enemy, who ſeeivg his Gom- 


panion upon the ground, ſaves himfelt} - 
by flight, and loſes himſelf in the thicks} : 


neſs of the Forreſt, The noiſe of the 
Ducliſts, the report of the Piltol , "the 
cares of Offaviws his Friend, who having 
perceived from afar what paſſed , had 
called for help, drew together fome of 


the Hunters to the place of Fight. They c 


found 
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Forind \Henrietto, oppreſt with gricf ant 
ifear 3 one of .the, unknown. Men, ;dying 
.of - his. wounds, and \Ofavius:pale and 


| Fainting with the loſs of bloud, and who 


(being leſs concerned for his Life than. the 
ſecret of his Diſguiſe, would: have tollen 
from, the fight and afliftance of thoſe who 
Were come thither. The diſcanlate 
-Henrietta imploys all that the. oppreſſion 
and natural languiſhment ſhe was under, 
-bad. left her of voice and. ſtrength, to im- 
-plore the aſſiſtance of thoſe who were 
-about her for Ofavixs, She diſguiſes 
-nothing, and xelates the. Adventure, with - 
the -plainneſs which always accompanics 
-great Griefs, All thoſe who heard her 
,were moved , and eſpecially a. foreign 
»Prince. who was in the ſervice of the. King 
,of :Navarr, and being preſent at this Spe- 
«Racle,. was .picrced by the tears of H:n- 
1xictta,. and having naturally a paitionate 
;and a ſcnlible Soul. The noiſe of this 
. great Accident. being ſpread amongſt all 


ithe Hunters, .and being come tv the cars 


of :the King and: the Queen-Mother, the 
\King who fel ſome inclination for Hen- 
.rietta, finding the noiſe which the paſtion 
[between her and Of ;vius now made, ut 


| -fercd him({clf. to be overcome with a jea- 
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Jous melancholy, inotwithſtandingiwhich 
che ' knew +how 1o\diflemble, and athaR 
had powerito' conquer. his Refentmenes, 


-raſhneſs -of Ofavics , iand the ifareign 
(Prince, who'had been fo aftefted with 
the misfortune:of \Menriesta, [felt this pity 
change 'into another: paſſion which was 
more tender 1and 1more 'viglent. »Butcas 
he had as much Generobity. as 'Love, 'the 
firſt Rep: which! he: made 'to)pleaſe »Henrj- 
-etta, was toconcern himfclt for Oftaway, 
and to.obtain hinpardon from the Queenz 
he ſuppoſed that this fexvice: would: ren- 
.der the 'defign he had upon Henrietta 
more :plaufible :and agreeable. z-he ;was 


-\upportable, 'He obtains therefore rom 
Pardon for Oftavius, upon:condition that 
ſome time, for.an cxpiation of: his Fault, 


heard all that had-paſs'd ,;and-fecing 
there was nothing to:be haped tor;from 
the Qaeen, reſolved to. go unto hisRi- 
val. He hoped that he ſhould find: him 
generous -enough to .be movcd ..by 1 his 
cars, 


The Queen was ovpenly:incenſed at ithe 


cefixous-atileaft to diminiſh:the:griet of $ 
:his\Rival, -andimake his misfortunc-more Þ 


the;Qaeen Henrietta ifor himlclf,, and..a | 
 Ofavizs {hould : remove from the: Court: 


, OGavits having withan intolerable grief : 
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tears, or at leaſtif: he, had hard-hearted- 
nefs enough! to. keep. from:him, Henrietta, 
the ſenſg of his injuttice would make him, 
feax, the, fuxy-af a- deſperate. Lover, He, 
eames privately to. Pars , where: the. 
Court was, and. having; met with. a fa+ 
vourable opportunity to: (peak with the 

rince In. private, without being over- 
heard. by any- body, he ſpoke to him in, 
luch moving. tergns,, and in (o paſſionate 
a cone; that the Prince-could not torbear. 
ſhedding of forme-tears., But, perceiving; 
that he could, obtain from- his Rival but a 
uſcle(s pity, and ſeeing, it would not pre» 
yail with, him, to. yicld: up: Hanrietts to 
him, My Lord, ſaid he, with a reſpect- 
ful grict and:indignation, Would a Prince 
lize you, who are the glory of your own 


' - Nation, and the admiration of ous, 


break; the fineſt knots that Heaven and 
Lovg ever, yet, tyed? Would you poſlcls, 
Hegrietts, without her. conlent; and dif- 


| henaup your (elf by. ſo hatefula violence? 


Cruel, OGaving, - anſwer'd the Priace, 
with a little trouble, but ina modeſt and. 
ſoft. voice; Wayld you. have. me impoſe, 
upon. my. (elf. the, moſt cruel of all Vio- 
lepees, to, ſpaxe you that which you. res, 


proach. me with,? Woul you haye my 


- pa(- 
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paſſion and thy generoſity render: me*the 
moſt unhappy of all/imen; and'a'little' Hos 
nur coſt! me-Troubks which will'never 
ceaſe ?" Noz! ri, replied: Offevim"'[orhes 
what briskly, Henrietta is not a JewtP 
that can be yielded voluntarily, and ſhe 
is not one which' can be eaſily torn: front! 
my Love, much lefs* poſſeſt agaimſt+ her! 
own'will, -So' ſoon as he hid" finiſhed) 
ſpeaking,: he Icft' the Prince';; without 
giving him time to anſwer,” The Prince 
Who did not doubt but that Offavity 
would venture a- Viſit to: Henrietta, what 
danger ſocver he might rin thereby, was 


reſolved: tobe there before him; belieys * 


ing he might eafily be fo, for he did not 
think it w4s (o cafie for Otavins to obs 
tain leave to do it -but the diligence of 
Offavius was ſo great and fo happy, that 
he came firſt 'ro her, by reaſon off the 
Correſpondence he had with: a' Servant 
which had been with her a-long time, 
So ſoon as he was come to her, What do 
I fee, crie# Henrietta ? db you come to 
ruine me by your preſence, and to renew 
my Fears, by expoſing your {elf afreſh 
again to the Qaeens Refentment?' Alas? 
what have I to conſider, anſwerd Offa» 
vis, when 1 loſe you? what Dangers dv 

| hb you 


L ; 


You * 6 "gb Flee you, take wa 
Ik hat w Mich Fer, to. me thay, 
ite ?: If, you (ea LI leart, repli 
Hennietta, and of, all = tenderneſs ok 
Which it-is capable. p mfoxt. your ſel 
Ofavins., there will nothing of ic be ta- 
ken from y9u 7 ; Ty and, cyer {hall bg 
yours, ) boch, by. the. gift which, Heayen 
hat rut made bf i a you, and by a merit 
which I prefer.to the moſt cryed up For- 
tunes, The. Queen and my Relations 
3 diſpoſe of my. Perſon, bs nat.of my 
Low: Ah !zeplied Otaviys, Such a Huf- 
3nd a5 my Riyal,ſo accompliſhe a Prince, 
whole yertye equals his birth, being Ma- 
ſter of your Perſon, will ſoon be {Þ of 
your Heart. I could wiſh it would 
pleaſe Heaven,ſaid ſhe,that I were able to 


6k and that the force of the duty | 


which | owe to the Husband who (hall 
be given to. me, could break thole chairs 
which ty me to you 3 but I know my 
{cf too well to expedt ſo happy achange. 
Separated from what I love, and indif- 
peplabl united with a loyely Prince 

a | ſhall never love, I (hall ſuffer all 

D can be endured by a Soul that is ſer 
ible i in the moſt violent and iCal. cf 
Gdnditions. All that can comtort me or 
F 3 you, 


The. Charatox. of Lqve. 123 


=— 


124 TheChirdfer of Love, - 


you, 'dear Offovius, is that' the viokence' 
of my torment will hindex the duration! 
of it 3 you wilt foon lament my Death; 
but you ſhall never have the trouble” to 
bewail my Inconſtancy. The Prince who 
was: come to the Houſe of Henrietta; and 
who had been preverited by Ofavius, has 
ving ſlipt behind a Skreen in her Cham- 
ber, fo as' to hear - without being ſeen, 
was ſo moved by this tender and ſad Con- 
verſ{atioh, that he could not reſtrain that 
generous pity which he naturally: had for 
the ſufferings of others: . No; no, faid 
he, diſcovering himſelt, you ſhall not die; 
fait Henrietta 3 my patlion as violent as 
it is, knows' how to reſpe& yours; 1 
ſhould deſerve the juft anger of Heaven, 
if I ſeparated two heatts which it has (6 
well unitcd : The gift which has been 
made to nie of your Perſon, although it 
be of an intinite'value, cannot defend me 
from the cruel reproaches which 1 ſhould 
make unto my {elt without intermiffion, 
if 1 ſhould take you away from yout Lo» 
ver, and from your f(eclt; I had rather 
deſerve you by yielding you, than pol- 


ffs you by making my ſelf unworthy. of . 


YOU, = F. 
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" 'At theſe words, which were fo moving 
#bd generous, what a ſudden change was 
there made in the Souls of our Lovers! A 
fratifport of Joy and Gratitude ſucceeding 
a fatai Deſpair, makes them immediate» 
ly throw themſelves at the feet of the 
Prince : What do you do, faid he, in 
raiſing them up ? would you by this ex- 
ceſs of joy make me feel the more the 
greatneſs of my loſs ? let me ſteal away 
from your thanks, and go without delay 
to the Qaeen to finifh your happineſs, 
that I may be no more in a condition of 
diſturbing your quiet, and of re-taking 
the Treaſure which I now yield. He 
goes out, ſpeaking theſe lait words, and 
after having wiped away ſome tears 
which he could. not forbear, he runs to 
the* Queen, begs of* her the Pardon and 
Return of Ofaviws, and her conſent to 
his Marriage with Ffenrietta, The noiſe 
of this Action of the Prince was immedi» 
atcly ſpread abroad, and he was com- 
forted for the unhappineſs of his Love, 
by the Honour which he had of overcom- 
ing it, andby fhewing this great Exam- 
ple in a Court, where every thing was 
aQuated by an ambitious and (clhfh Po- 
licy. 

F 4 Oda. 
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126 TheCharater of Lowe.. * 
QGavics and Henrietts were ſaon;}jin- 


formed, of theix Happineſs, and. the 


time of their Marriage. ſoon agreed 
vers, Which was accompliſhe with. a 
great deal of Joy and Magnificence. 
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PLAYS. 
= Artuff , -or the French Putis 
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2 Forced Marriage, or the Jealous Bride- 
groom, | 
3: Engliſh Monfienre | 
| 4 All miſtaken, or the Mad Covple. 
5 Generous Encrtiies, - or the Ridiculous 
. Lovers,” © - 
6 Thi Plain-Deater« 
7 Sertoriue, 4 Tragedy. 
8 Nero, a Tragedy. 
9 Sophonishba, or HanibaPs Overthrow: 
Io Gloriana, or the Court of Auguſtus 
Ceſar, | | | 
Il Alexander the Great. 
12: Mythridates King of Ponths+. 
13 Oedipus King of Thebes. 
_ M4 Geſar Botgia, L 
15 Theodsſius, or the Force of Love. 
ER Fiekle, or the Witty. Falſe 
ne. 
17 The Fond Husband; or'the Plotting 
© bilicts. | 18 El- 
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18 Efquire0/d-S:p, or the Night-Ad- 
ventures; 

19' Fool \turrd: Ceitick, 

20 Vertuous Wite., or Good Luck at 
Laft. 

21 The Fatal "oy 

22 Andromache. 

23 Countrey Wit. b 

24 Caliſto, or the Chaſt Nymph. _ 

25 DelicuQion of . Feruſalem , in twa 
Parts, | 

26 Ambitious Stateſman', ar. the Lojal 
Favourite. | 

27. Miſery'of Civil War, . 

28 The Murder of the Duke of Glocefter: 

29 Thyeſtes, a Tragedy. 

me Hamlet Prince of Denmark, a Trage- 


31 T he Orphan, or the Unhappy Mare. 
riage. 

32 The Souldiers Fortune. 

33 Tamerlain the Great. 

34 Mr. Limberban, ox the Kind Keepers | 

35 Miſtaken Hugbaud. 

36 Notes on th' Empergs of Maroece, by 
the Wits. 

37: Eſex.and Elizaketh,. or the Unheppy 
Favourite. 

38: Vertue Betxay'd, or Anne Bullen, 


39. King 
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| 39 King Leare, 
40 'AFbdillator,.or the MooP's Reverige, 
- 41 Town Fop, or Sir. Tim, Tawdery, 


| 42 Rare en tout, «French Comedy. 
43 Moor of Venite, 

44 Countrey Wife. 

45 City Politicks. 

, 45®Duke of Guiſe. - 


. | 47 Rehearſal, 


4% King, and no King, 

49 Phil ſter;ot Love/lyes-a Bleeding, 
50 Maids Tragedy. . | 
51 Grateful Servant. - IG j 
52 Strange x. | 

53 Athcith*6r the ſecond * Part: of the 
"> Souldiers Fortun*, ©" 

54 Wit without Money: 

%5 Little Thief, 


<6 V aliarit'iSeor, #30 / | 'O M4 
57 Corift avtine; 6 JOMUD 7 
"$8" Paleminian, OE AT 1, 
| 59 Amorous Prince, © 2 
60' DatchLovers.: Iþ 2G au wy « 
61 Woman Buly, / {10 ok 
62 Reformation} -!4:*! 2 no Wanhl Yi 
63 Herd and Learner; - 17 10-1910] 83 
64 Love Tricks. | vt j < 


65 Juli Ceſar. 
.66" Fatal _—_ 
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67 Monſieur Ragor. 


6 z; andQueem.c or{Mary Queen of. cot- 


69 "Empreſs of Morqcee. 

70 Common-wealth gf, Women 

71 The NobleStranger. 

72 Duke of Millan, - 

73 The Knave in Grain. 

74 Amends for Ladies. . 

75 Mammamoxchy, .. 

76 The Emperorof che Fatt. 

775 The Wedding, 

78 St. Patrick for IreJavd.- | | > 
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9 The. Tragedy DIP 
61 Beaumong and Fletebers Plays" in al } 
51. in large Fol..." - ? 

82 Mr. Shakeevr' Plays ;; in one flag 
Fol. Volume. Dranlping, 43 Plays. 

83 Biſhop Brownrig's Sermons, in.Fol. ; 

84 Dr. Comber”s Companion to the;Top- 
ple and Altar : In-Kgl.t - 

85 Dr. Alleſtry's 40 bbbaney by Fd; 

86 Towerſon on the Creed: In Fol; 1 


87 Heudibras Compleat: ; In %6- c> 
88 Preſent State oh; \Eng/ond: bo 2 Vol, 
in TI welves, Fe) 


89 Enter into the Cloſet; The 129, > > 
go Mr. Evelin's Caleadarium Hortenf. 
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